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A 

T  RUE  and  Exact 

RELATION 

\ 

« 

OF  THE 

D  E  A  T  H 

O  F 

Two  CATHOLICKS, 

WHO 

.  Suffered  for  their  Religion 

AT  THE 

Summer  AfTizes,  held  at  Lancaster 
ill  the  Year  1628. 

Republiflied  with  fome  Additions,  on  Account 
*  of  a  wonderful  Cure  wrought  by  the  Interceffion 
of  one  of  them  F.  EDMUND  ARROIV- 
SMI'EH^  a  Pried  of  the  Society  o^JESUS^  in 
the  Perfon  of  THOMAS  HAWAR  DE  W,  Son 
of  C  A  R  Y  L  FI  A  w  A  R  D  E  N  ot  Appkton^  wi thill 
Widnefs  in  Lancajhire. 

*  The  Death  of  the  generous  Lay-man  RICHARD 
H ERST  was  not  to  be  omitted,  that  the  happy 
Caufe,  which  united  them  in  their  Stiderings,  may 
jointly  preferve  their  Memories.  ■ 


LONDON: 

Printed  in  the  Year,  M  DCC  XXXVII. 
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HOUGH  the  Truth  of  the 
^wonderful  Cure  here  publifhed, 
be  fo  well  known  to  Perfons  of 
all  Ranks  in  the  Countv  of  Lan- 
cajle?^ 'y  the  Houfe  where  the 
Cure  was  wrought,  being  thronged,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  not  only  with  Neigh-, 
hours,  but  alfo  with  Perfons  from  remote 
Parts  of  the  County,  who  came  to  be  fatis- 
fied  about  the  Cure:  ,Yet,  for  greater  No¬ 
toriety  of  the  Truth,  no  Piligence,  'whicli 
the  Situation  of  our  Affairs  in  England  could 
allow  in  a  Fadh  of  this  Nature,  has  been 
omitted:  And  a  great  many Witncfles  liave 
given  Teftimony  to  Truth,  and  Glory  to 
God.  Some  have  attefted  the  Truth  of 
the  following  Relation  of  tlie  Cure.  Others, 
in  great  Number,  do  teftify  the  Cure  itfelf 

in  all  Its  Particulars.  And  fome  bear  Wit- 
( 

nefs,,  that  his  Cure  was  not  gradual  (as  it 

A  3  always 
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always  falls  out  in  the  Courfe  of  natural 
Caufes)  but  fo  fudden^  that  they  faw  him 
Sick  and  Well  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an 
Hour.  But  to  prevent  all  Inconveniencies, 
which  might  enfue^  it  has  been  thought 
proper  not  to  take  the  Depofitions  upon 
Oath,  nor  to  publilh  the  Witneffes  Names, 
nor  to  proceed  in  any  juridical  Manner; 
but  only  publilh  their  Attefliations  Word  for 
Word,  as  they  are  fubfcribed  to  by  them : 
Prefuming  the  Reader,  of  what  ever  Per- 
fuafion,  will  eafily  conclude,  that  to  proceed 
in  a  more  Authentick  Manner,  in  the  Publi¬ 
cation  of  Fafts  of  this  Nature,  by  having 
recourfe  to  A6ts  of  Jurifdidlion,  might  prove 
.  prejudicial  to  private  Perfons^  and  give 
Offence  to  the  Government, 


A 


A 

True  and  Exact 


RELATION 

OF  THE 

Wonderful  Cure 

O  F 

THOMAS  HA  W  A  R  D  E  N, 

Son  of  Caryl  Hawarden  of  Appleton 
within  Widnefs^  in  Lancashire, 

N  the  Beginning  of  June  1735, 
Thomas  Hawarden  a 
Child ,  above  twelve  Years  old^ 
who^  till  that  Yime^  had  en- 
jofd  good  Healthy  was  taken 
with  a  flow  He5lick  Fever  ^ 
attended  with  an  aguijh  and  intermittent  Diforder^ 
and  Pains  in  his  Legs^  and  Joints^  which  grew 
and  increafed  till  the  Middle  of  the  next  following 
Auguft  ;  when  he  became  fo  weak^  that  he  was 
tmable  to  walk  without  Crutches^  which  he  ufed 

about 


about  a  Week  or  ten  Days^  when  ( the  Diflemper 
Jiill  increaftng )  they  were  of  no  further  Service  to 
him  5  and  from  that  Tdime  it  was  necejfary  to  carry 
him^  as  often  as  he  was  removed  to  or  from  Bedy 
or  otherwaySy  he  having  loft  all  Strength  of  his 
LegSy  ’Thighs y  and  Feety  and  in  all  the  lower 
Parts  of  his  Body  \  in  fo  muchy  that  he  was^  not 
able  to  7nGve  either  of  his  Legs y  or  put  them  into  any 
P ofture  without  the  Help  of  his  Hands :  Complain¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  timey  of  a  great  Pain  in  his  Bachy 
and  in  difchargmg  his  Uriney  which  continuedy  off 
and  ony  till  the  Time  of  his  wodnerful  Recovery^ 
About  the  Month  of  O6lober  followingy  he  was 
feized  with  a  fort  of  Fainting  or  Convuljion  FitSy 
which  'continued  with  very  ^uick  ReturnSy  par¬ 
ticularly  about  the  Fully  and  Change  of  the  Moony 
till  his  Cure.  Thefe  Fits  J^o  affebied  his  SenfeSy  and 
Memory y  that  he  was  alnioft  deprived  of  bothy  more 
efpecially  his  Eye-Sight  y  fo  that -he  was  fear ce  able 
to  read  above  two  or  three  Lines y  ..or  to  remember 
any  thing. 

^  M  the  Month  <?/ November  after y  he  was  taken 
with  the  hmall  P ox y  which  he  had^  very  violently 
together  with  his  oldL)iforder\  andy  it  was  thought y 
with  Danger  of  his  Life  :  But  he  got  well  through 
the  Small  Pox.  The  other  Dif order  fill  continuedy 
by  which  he  was  fo  impaired  in  his  Flejhy  and 
became  f  very  low  and  weak'  that  his  Parents  y 
'and  thof  who  vifited  hiniy  thought  him  in  a  Con- 
fumption  not  to  beffecovePd-  hecaufe  all  the  Time 
'of  his  Illnefs  he  fpit  very  muchy  efpecially  after  he 
was  recovered  of  the  Small  Pox, 


b 
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hi  the  mean  time  fever al  Apthe caries  were 
confulted^  and  the  Opinion  of  an  eminent  Phyftcian 
taken  upon  the  Boy’s  Cafe^  vcho  apprehended  the 
Pain  in  his  Back^  a^id  in  Difchargwg  his  Urine,.  . 
to  proceed  from  an  Ulcer  in  his  Kidneys  ;  and  the^ 
Fainting  or  Convuljion  Fits,  with  the  above  Lofs^ 
cf  his  hlemory,  and  Senfes,  to  he  occajion’d  by  a 
Stroke  of  a  Palfy,  for  which  proper  Phyfick.  was 
prefcribed:  But  he  was  not  to  be  prevail’d  upon  to^ 
take  much  of  it  *,  and  what  he  took  had  no  Effebl, 

Fhe  poor  Boy  conthiued  hi  this  low  and  lan- 
guijhing  Condition,  till  the  twenty  fifth  of  O61;ober 
1736,  when  his  Parents,  having  often  heard, 
that  many,  and  great  Cures  (by  the  Blefifmg  of 
Almighty  G  o  d  J  had  been  effected  by  Means  of  a 
Hand  of  F.  Arrow  smiths?  holy  Man,  and 
Prieji  of  the  Society  J  E  s  u  s,  who  fuffered  on 
Account  of  his  Religion,  and  as  a  Prieji,  in  the 
Tear  of  our  Lord  1628  ♦,  which  Hand  has  been 
carefully  preferved  ever  fince  :  Mrs .  Hawardcn  the 
Boy’s  Mother,  believing  that  her  Child  might 
receive  Betiefit  from  the  faid  Hand,  as  others  bad 
done  before,  procured  the  faid  Hand  to  be  brought : 
And  on  Monday  Morning,  the  faid  twenty  fifth  of 
Odlober,  the  Boy  fitting  by  the  Fire-Side  hi  the 
Houfe,  flje  took  the  Hand,  which  was  wrapt  up 
in  Linen  Cloth,  and  laid  in  a  Box  •,  and,  Jlripping 
up  the  Cloth,  brought  it  towards  the  Boy,  who 
looking  back  at  his  Mother,  and  feeing  her  hold 
the  Hand,  of  which  he  had  no  Notice,  wds  a 
little  furprifed  at  firft,  and  asked  his  Mother,  what 

'Jhe  was  about,  or  what  fhe  intended  to  do  with  him, 

or 
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cr  the  Hand,  cr  Words  to  that  Effect,  His  Mother 
came  up  and  told  him  j  it  was  the  holy  Hand,  the  ■ 
Hand  of  a  Saint  or  Martyr,  praying  in  Heaven 
for  him,  and  that  Jhe  hoped  it  would  do  him  good^ 
*The  Boy  immediately^  and  as  well  as  he  could ^ 
unbuttoned  his  Cloaths :  His  Grandmother  helped 
him  to  hold  up  his  Cloaths,  ‘There  were  prejent 
hejides  Sarah  Crofs  an  ancient  Woman  and  a 
Neighbour^  three  Children  his  Sifters^  and  a  Youth,, 
who  brought  the  Hand  in  a  Box,  about  eighteen- 
Years  of  Age.  Mrs.  Hawarden  then  applied  the 
Back-part  of  the  Hand  to  her  Child's  Back,  and 
ftroaking  it  down  on  each  Side  of  the  Back-Bone, 
and  then  a  crofs,  fhe  faid.  Sweet  Jesus  Ch  r  i  s  t 
give  a  BleiTing  to  it,  and  may  it  do  him  good  ; 
In  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  which  being  done,  the  Boy, 
the  fame  Infant,  faid,  he  believed  it  had  done  him 
good:  The  Mother  replied I  doubt,  thou  doll 
but  think  fo,  fill  flroaking,  and  snaking  the  Sign 
cf  the  Crofs  with  the  Martyr's  Hand  upon  his 
Back,  repeating  the  fame  or  like  Words ;  zvhich  Jhe 
had  fcarce  Time  to  do  twice,  before  the  Boy  declared, 
that  he  was  fare  it  had  done  him  good,  and  that 
he  could  fiand.  Hereupon  he  immediately  rofe  from 
his  Seat  *,  began  to  button  his  Cloaths  *,  and  flanding 
upright,  refufed  the  Help  of  his  Grandmother,  who 
offer'' d  to  lay  hold  of  him,  lefl  he  Jhould  fall 

Mrs.  Hawarden  furprifed  with  the  Miracle, 
and.  returning  God  Thanks  for  this  great  Bleffing, 
carried  the  holy  Hand  to  a  Boom  adjoining,  where 
two  Protefant  Tailors  were  at  Work,  and  defred 

them 


•  • 
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thm  to  come  and  fee  what  had  happened,  They 
both  came,  and  were' aft ohijhed  to  fee  the  Boy 
'  walking  about,  the  Hqufe,,  whom  they  had  both  feen 
.  Lame,  not  a  garter  of  an  Hour  before.  All  the 
.  Neighbourhood  were  equally  furprifed,  and  flocked 
1  into  the  Houfe  in  great  Numbers,  upon  the  Report 
I  vf  this  wonderful  Cure,  From  that  Time  the  Boy 
I  has  daily ^growhy  and  increafed  in  Strength  and 
.  Health,,  being  quite  free,  from  all  his  Pains,  and 
\  his  Lif order,  his  Eye -Sight  and  NLemory  reft  or  ed^ 

\  to  the  great  Glory  and  Honour  of  Almighty  God, 

1  adorning  the  Crown  of  Martyrdom  in  his  Servant 
by  this  wonderful  Sign,  to  the  unexprejftble  Joy  of 
the  Child*s  Parents,  the  Edification  of  the  Faithfid, 
and  Admiration  of  all  the  Country  thereabouts, 
^fter  the  Child  rofe,  and  walked  about,  as  above, 
his  Mother  asked  him,  what  he  thought  of  the 
Hand,  before  Jhe  touched,  him  with  it :  He 
'  anjwered,  that  he  believed  it  woud  do  him  good, 
and  that  immediately  upon  the  flrft  Touch  of  the 
Hand,  he  felt  fomething  give  a  Shoot  or  fudden 
Motion  from,  his  Back  to  the  end  of  his  Toes, 

N  B,  The  Truth  of  this  Account  is  fully 
proved  by  a  great  Number  of  Perfons  in 
the  Neighbourhood,  who  know  the  Child 
and  the  Condition  he  was  in  both  before 
and  after  the  Cure,  both  Proteftants  and 
Catholicks.  The  Atteftations  of  fome  of 
them  to  this,  wnderful  Cure  are  as  follow. 


A  T- 


t  I 


attesta'Tions 

\ 

Of  unquejlionable  Witnejfes^  faithfully  trau^ 
fcribed  from  the  Original. 

s 

I. 

We,  whofe  Names  are  ’  Subfcribed,  do 
hereby  Certify  and  Atteft  the  Truth  of  the 
above  written  Relation^  being  prefent  it  the 
Cure. 

Witnefs  our  H  A  N  D . 

This  Attejlation  was  Suhfcribed  to  by  four 
Perfons.  /  ’ 

n.  ;  , 

We,  whofe  Names  are  Subfcribed,  do 
Certify  and  Atteft  the  Truth  Lame?2efSy 
and  Cure^  having  feen  him,  almoft  every 
Day,  during  his  Illnefs,  and  Lamenefs^^  and 
immediately  after  his  Cure.  ^  ~  ^  , 

Witnefs  our  Hand:  ' 

( 

This  Atteft ation  zvas  Suhfcribed  to  by  tbirteeu 
Witneffes^  of  whom  eight  were  CathoUcks^ 
and  five  Proteftants, 


III. 

We,  whofe  Names  are  Subfcribed,  do 
Certify  and  Atteft  the  Truth  of  his  Lame- 
nefs  and  Cure^  being  in  the  next  Room',  and 
having  feen  him  not  a  quarter  of  an  Hour 
before  his  Cure. 

Witnefs  our  Hand. 

This  Atteftation  was  witnejfed  by  two  Perfons^ 
both  Proteftants, 


THE 


the 

death 

O  F 

F.  Edmund  Arrowsmith 

PRIEST  of  the 

Society  of  JESUS. 

HEN  God,  who  is  wonderful 
in  his  Saints,  manifefts  their  Glory 
by  wonderful  Works  of  his  al¬ 
mighty  Hand,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  declares  their  Merit,  he 
recommends  their  Virtues  to  our 
Imitation.  To  be  filent,  after  God  has  Ipoke 
the  V/orth  of  his  Saints  by  IVTiracles,  appears 
ungrateful  *,  not  to  join  with  the  Voice  of  Heaven 
in  publifhing  their  Sandity,  betrays  a  Difregard 
to  the  extraordinary  Effedls  of  his  infinite  Power 
in  their  Behalf.  Providence,  ever  attentive  to  our 
Wants,  is  very  vifible  in  this  miraculous  Cure  ; 
and  the  End  propoied  is,  no  doubt,  to  awake 
our  drooping  Faith.  The  Health  miraculoufly 
reftored  to  this  Child  is  intended  to’  roufe  our 
languifhing  Souls  from  that  fatal,  but  too  general, 
'  B  Inditi'erence 


[  2  ] 

Indifference  in  the  Concern  of  Salvation :  His 
Cure  muff  be  outs,  and  the  Bleffings  beftowed 
on  his  weak  Body,  as^  many  Calls  to  excite 
Fervour,  to  renew  our  Proteftations  of  Fealty, 
to  thank,  and  praife,  and  invite  others  to  join 
us  in  the  Praife  of  our  Go  d  ,  who  has  wrought 
this  Wonder  in  our  Days.  To  comply  with 
what  may  be  expected  from  us,  on  this  Occafion, 
nothing  perhaps  can  be  better  fuited  to  the  Intima¬ 
tion  of  God’s  holy  Will  by  this  miraculous  Cure, 
than  to  raife  in  the  Faithful  an  Efteem  of  their 
Religion,  and  a  Veneration  for  the  deceafed 
Martyr,  whofe  Memory  is  thus  wonderfully  re¬ 
vived,  by  propofing  to  their  Confideration  his 
Faith,  Virtue,  Refignation,  Conftancy,  Heroick 
and  Chrifiian.  Courage,  when  a  pleafmg  Spedacle 
to  Go  D ,  and  his  heavenly  Court,  he  fell  a  Vidtim, 
as  a  Catholick,  aPRiEST  and  a  Jesuit 
(all  Crimes  in  the  Eyes  of  deluded  Men,  But 
precious  Merits  in  the  Sight  of  Heaven)  an 
agreeable  Sacrifice  to  God,  of  which  the  fweet 
Odour  afeended  to  his  Mercy-Seat  ^  an  illuftrious 
FZxample  to  Catholicks,  whom  he  left  Heirs  of 
that  Faith,  which  he  recommended  by  his  Death, 
and  bequeathed  to  them  in  his  Blood. 

We  have  little  left  concerning  F.  Arrow- 
smith,  after  what  Enquiry  could  be  made,  befides 
what  relates  to  his  happy  Suffering  for  the  Faith  ; 
tho’  perhaps  fuller  Memoirs  are  to  be  found, 
than  what  is  here  prefented  to  the  Reader.  It  has 
often  happened,  that  of  many  celebrated  Martyrs, 
whofe  A(ffs  of  Martyrdom  have  efcaped  the  In¬ 
jury  of  Time,  yery  little  came  recommended  to 
Pofterity,  more  than  the  Particulars  of  their 
Behaviour  in  the  laft  remarkable  Scene  of  their 
Lives.  But  if  to  live  well  be  the  Art  to  die 
well,  the  happy  Death  of  this  Servant  of  Goo. 

affures 
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aflures  us  of  a  virtuous  Life,  which  God  of  his' 
Mercy  terminated  with  Glory,  and,  pleafed  with 
his  Labours,  crowned  his  own  Gifts,  to  which 
he  had  faithfully  correfponded,  with  eternal 
Rewards. 

The  following  Account  of  F.  Arrowsmith 
is  taken  out  of  the  Relation  of  his  Death  printed 
1630,  Morels  Hiftory  of  the  Knglijh  Province, 
Alegamhe  or  perhaps  Alegaynhe  fupplied  by  South- 
well^  Nadafi'^%  Ayinus  dierum  fnemorahilitim^  ^c. 

In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  God  1628,  at 
the  Summer  AfTizes,  held  at  Lancaster 
F.  Arrowsmith,  whofe  Martyrdom  is  here 
to  be  related,  was  indided  under  the  Name  of 
Rigbie,  a  Dil^ife,  which  Perfecution  and  the 
ftrid  Search  after  Priefts  made  both. juft,  and 
neceflary  in  thofe  Days.  He  was  chriftened 
Brian, '-"but  confirmed  Ed m un d  after  many 
great  Saints,  who  had  honoured  that  Name  ;  and 
chofe  tt>  be  knov/n  by  the  Name  of  Edmund. 
Under  this  Name  he  revived  the  Memory  of 
the  firft  Chriftian  Heroe  of  the  Society  of  Jesus 
in  England^  whom  Perfecutors  fent  from  the 
Place  of  Execution  to  Heaven,  the  famous  Ed¬ 
mund  Campian,  who  adorned  a  pious  Life, 
and  many  excellent  Qualifications  with  the  Palm 
of  Martyrdom.  Edmund  Arrowsmith 
was  engaged  in  the  fame  Caufe,  imitated  his 
Virtues,  and  his  laft  Adi,  bravely  combating, 
like  the  primitive  Martyrs,  and  confirming  his 
Faith  with  the  Lofs  of  his  Life.  He  was' born 
at  Lancaster  about  the  Year  1585,'  and' 
educated  at  Do  way  College,  a  Seminary  of 
many  illuftrious  Martyrs,  and  zealous  Labourers 
in  the  Vineyard,  learned  and  pious  Pedbns,  who 
have  adorned  the  Church  with  their  Lives  and 
their  learned  Works,  ftockkl  Religious '  Order?. 

B  2  with 
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With  able  Subjeds,  and  particularly  enriched  the 
lead: -Society  of  Jesus,  with  many  eminent 
Perlgnages  from  that  Seat  of  Piety  and  Learning. 

There  he  was  formed  by  Nature,  and  Induftry 
with  the  Help  of  excellent  Mafters ,  and  having 
taken  Degrees  in  Arts,  and  Divinity,  came 
qualified  for  the  arduous  Work  of  an  Apoftle, 
the  Salvation  of  Souls.  He  had  been  brought  up 
to  Trials-,’  before  this  laft  Combat,  he  had 
fuffered  Imprifonment,  and  given  a  former  Tefti- 
mony  to  Go  d  and  his  Church  :  He  entered  into 
a  Difpute  with  the  then  Bishop  of  Chester, 
wherein  the  learned  Champion  baffled  his  Op¬ 
ponent,  and  eruditely  proved  the  Truth  of  the 
Catholick  Religion,  and  the  Authority  of  the  Holy 
See  with  fuch  Strength  and  Solidity,  that  he 
filenced  his  Adverfary :  And  behaved  with  fo 
much  Courage  and  Conftancy,  that  Martyrdom 
was  rather  wanting  to  him,  than  he  to  Martyr¬ 
dom.  But  God  delayed  his  Combat  for  the 
Benefit  of  many  Souls,  and  preferved  him  to 
another  Trial,  in  which  he  approved  himfelf  a 
true  Son  of  the  Church,  and  a  Companion  of 
Jesus  in  his  Sufferings.  His  Admiffion  into 
the  Society  of  Jesus,  may  not  improperly  be 
fixed  about,  the  Time  of  his  firft  Imprifonment, 
finceThe  Accounts  of  his  Life  inform  us,  that  it 
happened  a  few  Years  before  his  Death:  For  the 
holy  Man  lived  only  five  Years  in  the  Society, 
but  Years  full  of  Days  confecrated  to  the  Glory 
of  God,  the  Service  of  his  Neighbour,  and  his 
own  Sandtifi cation.  He  had  adorned  his  Station 
in  the  Secular  Clergy  with  many  Virtues,  and 
w^as  a  bright  Ornament  of  that  venerable  Body ; 
when, .  refolved  to  make  a  full  Sacrifice  of  him¬ 
felf,  he  determined  to  referve  nothing  to  him¬ 
felf,  not, even  his  own  Will,  offering  himfelf  up 
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to  God  by  Religious  Vows,  making 'Self-denial, 
which  the  Perfedion  of  a  Religious.  State  re¬ 
quires,  a  Preparation  to  his  future  Martyrdom. 
His  Intention  was  to  conceal  his  eminent  Virtues 
under  the  Veil  of  Plumility  in  Religion,  -while 
that  of  Providence  was  to  give  the  Society  an 
able  Subjed,  and  a  great  Example  in  his  Perlbn.  • 

F.  Arrowsmith  was  very  fenfible,  that 
the  late  Advantages  againft  the  Bishop  of 
Chester,  and  the  glorious  Vidory  of  the 
Catholick  Caufe  had  raifed  the  Envy,  and  Malice 
of  many.  Worldly  Prudence  would  have  fug- 
gefted  a  Retreat  for  a  Time,  till  the  Storm  was 
abated  ;  it  might  even  have  been  pretended  a 
neceffary  Step  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Flock. 
But  his  heroic  Soul  never  knew  Fear,  and  was  a 
Stranger  to  all  Evafions,  that  are  the  Ofispring 
of  Flefh  and  Blood.  He  fcorned  to  defert 
the  Poll  of  Danger,  which,  tho’  attended  with 
Ignominy  and  Confufion,  he  efteemed  the  Station' 
of  Honour,  under  the  Standard  of  his  crucified 
Lord.  No  Dangers  deterred  him,  he  never 
fpared  himfelf,  never  yeilded  to  the  Toil  and 
Fatigue  of  the  Mifiion ;  but  with  a  holy  Con¬ 
fidence,  and  Intrepidity  ran  all  Flazards  in 
Chriftian  Prudence,  till,  being  again  betrayed, 
he  was  again  imprifoned. 

A  young  Man  had  contradled  an  incefluous 
Match  with  his  Coufin,  before  a  Proteffanc 
Minifter.  The  zealous  Milfionary,  who  per¬ 
formed  his  Functions  in  thofe  Parts,  often  re-- 
proved  the  unhappy  Youth,  and  endeavour’d  to' 
reduce  him  to  Virtue,  from  the  wicked  State,  in 
which  he  was  engaged.  A  Perfon  obftinately 
entangled  in  Sin  cannot  forgive  a  Monitor  :  This 
raifed  the  Malice  of  the  inceftuous  young  Man,' 
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and  his  Mother ;  and  being  acquainted'  with  the 
Place  the  holy  Man  came  to,  they  betray’d  him 
to  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  who  inftantly  gave  a 
Warrant,  by  which  he  was  apprehended  on  the 
Highway,  He  was  committed  to  the  common 
Gaol  for  refufing  the  Oaths’  of  Supremacy  and 
Allegiance,  and  upon  vehement  Sufpicion 
that  he  was  a  Priest  and  Jesuit,  and  con- 
fequently  by  dint  of  reformed  Logick,  a  notorious 
Seducer  of  his  Majefty’s  Subje61;s  from  their  Al¬ 
legiance,  and  the  Religion  ellablifhed  in  the 
Kingdom.  He  was  apprehended  in  Summer,  a 
little  before  the  AlTizes,  at  which  he  was  tried. 

The  holy  .Man,  in  the  firil:  Letter  he  wrote 
from  his  Confinment,  obferves  a  fmgular  Condu6b 
of  God  in  this  Affair.  All  Particulars,,  fays  he, 
did  fo  co-operate  to  my  Apprehenfton  and  bringing 
hither,,  that  I  can  difeern  more  than  an  ordinary 
providence  therein.  And  indeed  it  appears  in 
every  Circumftance.  Charles  I.  profeffed  his 
Abhorrence  of  fhedding  Blood  on  Account  of 
Religion,  and  had  by  his  Clemency  continued 
fteady  to  that  Maxim  from  his  Acceffion  to  the 
Throne.  Moreover  it  was  very  certain,  and  fince 
certainly  known,  that  his  Majefty  did  not  coun¬ 
tenance,  nor  any  Way  encourage  the  Proceedings 
of  his  Judge.  And  when  F.  Arrowsmith 
was  apprehended,  tho?  he  was  very  well  mounted, 
all  his  Endeavours  to  put  his  Horfe  to  any  Speed 
proved  ineffe6lual.  Befides  he  was  attended  by 
a  Kinfman  of  his,  who  followed  him  as  a  Servant, 
an  able  ftrong-bodied  Man,  who  by  the  lead: 
Refiftance  could  have  preferved  him  and  favoured 
his  Efcape.  For  a  further  Inftance  of  his  being 
referved  for  this  glorious  Combat,  he  was  twice 
during  his  Studies  at  D  o  w  a  y  brought  to  Death’s 
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Door,  and  twice  received  the  laft  Un6lion  in 
that  Extremity,  but  was  providentally  recovered 
for  this  happy  End. 

The  holy  Miffionary’s  Body  was  confined,  his 
Zeal  could  not.  He  that  had  been  indefatigable 
in  his  Duty,  gave  himfelf  no  Reft  in  Gaol :  His 
Charity  and  Zeal  of  Souls  continued  with  hirn, 
he  exhorted  the  Prifoners  to  their  Duty,  and  his 
Words  had  fuch  Power  and  Efficacy,  that  he 
engaged  the  Felons  and  made  them  his  Friends. 
He  preached  the  Gofpel  with  Succefs,  and  con¬ 
verted  one,  who  followed  him  in  his  Death,  had 
a  Share  in  his  Glory,  was  a  Jewel  in  his  1  rium- 
phal  Crown,  or  rather,  to  Ipeak  with  the  Apoftle 
to  the  Philip,  iv.  i.  was  his  Joy  and  his  Crown. 

Some  Time  before  thefe  Affizes,  an  Order 
,  came  out  for  the  ftrid  Execution  of  the  Penal 
Laws,  fome  of  which  bear  Date  from  the  1  ime 
that  Henry  VIII.  made  a  Sacrifice  of  Con- 
fcience  to  Rapine,  Luft,  and  Sacrilege.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Temper  of  the  Adminiftration,  thefe 
Laws  were  either  winked  at,  or  obferved  in  Rigor. 
Charles  I.  had  very  little  of  a  peaceable 
Reign;  before  the  great  Troubles,  the  Party, 
which  at  length  overthrew  that -unhappy  Monarch, 
and  had  been  uneafy  in  his  Royal  Father’s  I  ime, 
began  to  grumble.  Whether  they  were  jealous 
of  his  Marriage,  to  iv  Catholick  Princefs,  or 
whatever  gave  Occafion  to  this  Refolution,  ’tis 
however  certain,  that  this  Compliment  was  paid 
to  her  Majefty  ;  and  the  Severity  of  the  Penal 
Laws  was  infifted  upon  ;  and  both  before,  and 
fince  it  has  often  happened,  when  Parties  have 
contended. 

This  Order  gave  a  favorable  Occafion  of  being 
Cruel,  out  of  Refpe6l  to  the  Laws,  to  one  of  the 
Judges  for  the  Northern  Circuit  a  Pu  r  i  t  a  n,  and 
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by  the  natural  Bent  of  that  Sed  in  the  Opinion 
of  thofe  Times,  more  averfe  to  Catholicks.  He 
willingly  embraced  the  Opportunity,  and  the 
Day  after  his  Arrival  at  Lancaster  in  the 
Morning,  being  the  twenty  fixth  of  Augtift^  he 
ordered  F.  Ar  rowsm  i  t  h  to  be  brought  to  the 
Bar.  The  Prifoner  was  in  Converfation  with 
fome  Friends,  who  came  to  vifit  him  \  and  the 
Under-keeper,  and  the  Sheriff’s  Men  coming  to 
his  Chamber,  and  calling  him  after  a  quick  and 
unexpected  Manner  to  appear  before  the  Judge, 
he  cheerfully  obey’d,  faying,  God’s  holy 
Will  be  d  one:  And  was  conducted  to 
the  Bar  amongft  Felons,  and  other  MalefaCtors. 

As  foon  as  the  Judge,  v^ho  fat  upon  Life  and 
Death,  faw  him,  he  fent  to  his  Collegue  tq  defire 
his  AfTiflance  in  this  Service.  He  foqn  came,  and 
upon  his  Arrival  they  had  fome  private  Difeourfe, 
when  after  a  Ihort  Time,  the  Jury  being  called  for 
his  Trial,  the  Judge  opened  the  Proceedings  with 
this  rude  and  ungentleman-like  Queftipn.  Sirrah^  ' 
are  you  a  Prieft  ?  The  Soldier  of  Ch  r  i  s  t  arming 
himfelf  with  the  Sign  of  his  Mafler,  the  Sign  of 
the  Crofs,  returned  this  eafy  Anfwer :  I  would  to 
God  /  we7'e  worthy.  The  Judge  repeated  the 
fame  captious  Queflion,  and  he  made  this  fecond 
Anfwer.  I  would  I  were.  Tes.^  replied  the  Judge, 
he  is  not^  hut  defires  to.  he  a  Tdraitor.  After  this 
had  been  controverted  a  while,  the  Judge  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  Affirmative  to  the  Negative, 
and  asked,  if  he  were  no  Prieft  ;  to  which  the 
Prifoner  was  filent ;  and  the  Judge,  forgetting 
his  Part  and  Duty  of  natural  Counfel  for  the 
Prifoner,  to  be  fo  much  the  more  an  inhuman 
Accufer,  addreffing  the  Jury  faid  :  Ton  may  eafily 
fee  he  is  a  Prieft.  /  warrant  you  he  would  not 
for  all  England  deny  his  Order.  Prudence  has 
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recommended  thisBehaviorur  of  not  affirming,  that 
they  are  Priells ;  not  to  betray  Catholicks,  who 
have  harboured  them ;  not  to  be  their  own 
Aecufers  in  Matters  that  do  not  concern  Faith  j 
and  befides,  not  to  depart  from  the  juft  Right 
every  one  has,  not  to  anfwer  an  enfnaring 
Queftion,  where  it  may  be  done  without  any 
Prejudice  to  the  Intereft  of  Religion  j  efpecially 
fince,  according  to  the  Courfe  ot  Law,  the  Charge 
is  not  expected  to  be  proved  from  the  Prifoner’s 
Confeffion,  but  by  Witnefles,  till  which  Time 
he  continues  in  the  Eye  of  Juftice,  not  Guilty 
of  the  Indictment  laid  againft  him.  Here 
M^r.  Leigh  a  Clergyman,  who  aCted  in  a  double 
Capacity,  both  as  Parfon,'  and  Juftice  of  Peace, 
and  had  fome  Knowledge  of  the  Prieft-  ( perhaps 
jTince  the  famous  Encounter  with  the  Bishop  of 
Chester,  where  Edmund  Arrowsmith 
fo  glorioufly  filenced  Error)  whifpered  the  Judge 
in  the  Ear,  and  fhortly  after  began  to  revile  the 
Prifoner,  declaring  him  a  Seducer^  and  that^  if 
fo7ne  Order  was  not  tflken  with  him^  he  would  make 
half  Lancashire  Papijls.  By  way  of  Anfwer 
the  Prifoner  humbly  moved,  that  he  might  be 
fuffered  to  defend  his  Faith  in  Deputation,  which 
he  doubted  not,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  to  do 
againft  any  Opponent.  The  Judge  foon  put  a 
ftop  to  this  Propofal,  pretending,  that  his  Doc¬ 
trine  was  not  to  be  maintained  •,  but  that  pro¬ 
bably  he  defired,  that  thofe  of  Ids  Religion 
ffiould  hear  him  talk.  The  Prifoner  returned 
this  Anfwer,  that  he  would  not  only  defend  it  by 
Words ^  but  would  be  glad  to  Seal  it  with  his  Blood. 
The  Judge  took  him  up  in  an  outrageous  and 
inlulting  Tone,  you  Jhall.,  laid  he.  Seal  it  with 
your  Blood :  And,  irritated  with  the  generous 
Liberty  of  this  Champion  of  Christ,  without 
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any  Regard  to  the  fair  Terms  he  offered.  Swore 
by  all  that  was  Sacred,  that  he  would  not  leave 
Lancaster,  before  the  Prifoner  was  executed, 
and  faw  hs  Bowels  hum  before  his  Face.  In  a 
furious  Manner  he  often  repeated  this  Threat: 
Toujhall  diey  till  the  holy  Man  replied:  Andyou^ 
fny  Lord^  muft  die :  Which  was  fatally  verified  in 
a  little  more  than  a  Year. 

The  Judge  exafperated,  tho’  ftill  bent  upon 
cnfnaring  Queftions  to  condemn  the  Prifoner, 
orders  him  to  anfwer  diredlly  how  he  could 
jujiify  his  going  beyond  Seas^  and  taking  the  Order 
cf  Priefthood^  in  JOifobedience  to  the  haws  of  the 
Realm.  To  this  the  Prifoner  anfwered ;  If  any 
Man  can  lawfully  accufe  me^  I  Jland  ready  here 
to  anfwer  him.  The  Judge  made  ufe  of  thefe 
ftveral  captious  Queftions,  being  very  fenfible, 
that  there  was  not  fufficient  Proof  of  the  Allega¬ 
tions.  Different  Indidments  had  been  drawn, 
but  none  fatisfied,  either  for  want  of  Matter,  or 
Evidence ;  at  laft,  by  the  Judge^s  Diredion,  he 
was  indided  as  a  Priest,  and  a  Jesuit, 
upon  the  Letter  of  the  Inceftuous  young  Man, 
and  his  Mother,  who  wrote  to  the  Juftice,  and 
asaPiRsuADER  in  Religion.  His  offering  the 
fpotlefs  Sacrifice ;  his  ailing  as  a  Minifier  deputed 
from  God  *,  his  being  confe crated  to  him  in  a 
particular  Manner  by  Religious  Vows\  his  imi¬ 
tating  the  Apofiles  in  the  Converfion  of  Souls ^  were 
his  Crimes,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
honourable.  But  behold,  the  Proofs,  which,  far 
from  evincing  what  is  alledged,  only  demon- 
ftrate  the  Judge’s  inhuman  Barbarity.  As  a 
Witnefs,  a  Servant  of  the  Juftice,  who  com¬ 
mitted  the  Prifoner,  was  called,  and  fwore,  that 
the  Prifoner  perfuaded  him  to  be  a  Catholick, 
and  told  him,  that  the  Religion  now  profeffed  in 
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England  was  Heretical^  and  only  began  in  Lu- 
ther’s  "Time,  Then  the  Juftice’s  Son  about 
fome  twelve  Years  of  Age  affirmed,  tho’  not  upon 
Oath,  that  the  Prifoner  would  liave  withdrawn 
him  from  Proteftancy. 

The  Servant  of  God  -hearing  this,  humbly 
begged  Le;ive  to  be  heaPd,  which  granted,  he 
fpoke  to  this  Effect.  My  Lords^  as  I  was  upon 
the  Road^  that  very  Man^  as  I  take  it^  rujhed  out 
upon  me  by  a  Hill  Side  with  a  drawn  Sword :  He 
was  meanly  drejfed,  and  on  Horf e-back.  I  made 
what  Hajie  I  could  from  him^  but  being  weak^  and 
ftckly^  he  forced  me  at  lafi  to  the  Mofs^  where  I 
alighted^  and  fled  with  all  the  Speed  I  was  able ; 
tho''  yet  that  could  not  be  greats  flying  I  was  loaded 
with  heavy  Cloaths^  Books ^  and  other  Tdhings.  At 
length  he  came  up  to  me  at  a  Mofs  Ditch^  and 
flruck  at  mCy  thd'  I  had  nothing  to  defend  me^  but 
a  little  Walking-flick^  and  a  Sword^  which  I  did 
not  draw  *,  with  the  Blow  he  cut  the  Stick  clofe  to 
my  Hand^  and  did  me  fome  little  Hurt.  I  then 
asked  hm.,  whether  his  Deflgn  was  to  take  my 
Purfe.,  and  my  Life.  He  anfwered.,  that  perhaps 
it  was  \  upon  which  I  fled  again  fro7n  him.^  hut 
was  foon  over -taken.  Lhen  came  this  7'outh.,  who 
has  ojfered  to  give  Evidence  againfl  me.,  and  others 
to  affift  him.  They  ufed  me  very  unworthily.,  and 
carried  me  flrft  to  an  Ale-Houfe.,  and  fearched  me 
to  the  Skin.,  offering  Indignities.,  which  Modefty 
forbids  to  relate.,  and  I  reflfled  as  I  was  able. 
L^hat  done.,  they  fell  to  drinking  *,  fpent  nine  Shil¬ 
lings  of  my  Money  in  one  Hour  •,  and  told  me.,  that 
thejuftice.,  by  whofe  Warrant  I  was  apprehended.^ 
was  there  in  Perfon  j  but  that  I  knew  not  how  to 
believe.  Upon  this  Occafion.,  my  Lords.,  I  began  to 
find  Fault  with  this  Man's  wicked  and  rude  Be¬ 
haviour^  who  feemed  to  be  the  Ringleader  %  and  I 
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htfought  him  for  J  E  S  U  S  Sake  to  give  over  his 
difordered  Life^  drinkings  dijjolute  ^alk^  and  what¬ 
ever  might  offend  Almighty  God.  Upon  my  Word^ 
and  upon  my  Life ^  this^  or  to  this  Effect ^  is  all  I 
fffd  to  him.  Let  him  look  on  me,^  and  gainfay  it 
if  he  can.  As  for  that  Touth^  I  deny  not  to  have 
told  him.,  that  I  hoped  when  he  came  to  riper  Tears 
he  would  look  better  into  himfelf  and  become  a 
true  Catholick^  for  that.,  and  that  alone  would  be 
the  Means  to  fave  his  Soul  *,  to  which  he  made  no 
Ayifwer  at  all :  And.,  I  hope^  my  Lords.,  that 
neither  they.,  nor  any  other  can  prove  any  ill  Thing 
againft  me. 

Whether  the  Juftice,  that  committed  him, 
apprehended,  that  his,  or  his  Servants  barbarous 
Ufage,  and  rifling  the  Prifoner,  would  be  ani¬ 
madverted  upon  him  *,  or  whatever  his  Reafon 
was,  he  began  a  bitter  Invedlive,  treating  him  as 
a  dangerous  Seducer,  and  earneflly  defired, 
that  no  Favour  fhould  be  fliewn  him  *,  tor  if  ever 
he  got  his  Liberty,  he  fear’d  he  would  do  him 
fome  Mifchief.  The  Juftice’s  real,  or  pretended 
Fear  made  the  Prifoner  fmile ;  and  indeed  it 
was  not  ealy  to  forbear  tho’ F.  Arrowsmith’s 
ufual  Countenance,  all  agree  that  knew  him,  was 
always  chearful  and  pleafant.  But  nothing  was 
to  be  excufed :  The  Judges,  whofe  Commiflion 
includes  a  kind  Regard  to  the  Prifoner,  whom 
they  are  to  proted,  as  far  as  Juitice  allows,  re¬ 
proved  him  with  the  unbecoming  Appellation  of 
a  Saucy  Fellow.,  who  knew  no  better  Man?ierSy 
than  to  laugh.,  and  flout  at  thofe.,  who  fat  there  in 
Judgment  for  the  King.  How  well  they  repre- 
fented  a  Gracious  Sovereign,  the  Reader  may  judge. 
The  humble  Servant  of  God,  the  furtheft  from 
any  fuch  Thoughts,  befought  them  not  to  har¬ 
bour  that  Opinion  of  him,  and  immediately 
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Icneeling  put  up  his  fincere  Prayers  to  God  for 
the  Kingy  the  honourable  Bench^  and  all  the  Com- 
fany^  that  God  of  his  infinite  Mercy  would  he 
pleafed  to  confound^  and  extirpate  Herefy^  to  rnake  us 
all  of  one  Religion,  Here  his  Judge  llept  in  with 
his  charitable  Comment,  to  explain  a  devout 
Prayer  into  a  Curfe.  Look  you,,  laid  he,  -Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  Jury,,  how  he  wijhes  God  to  confound 
us  all,  and  root  out  Herefy,  by  which  he  means 
our  Religion.  But  Charity,  had  he  not  been  a 
Stranger  to  that  Virtue,  would  have  informed 
him,  that  Catholick  Prayers  are  not  diredled 
againft  Perfons,  but  their  Errors.  Some  may 
think  this  candid  Behaviour  of  the  holy  Prifoner 
a  piece  of  Weaknefs  and  Simplicity,  who  do  not 
refledl  on  his  Circumftance  and  the  peculiar  In¬ 
fluence  arraigned  Martyrs  are  under  from  Heaven. 
He  that  encourages  and  fupports  them  with  his 
Grace  in  thefe  'Prials,  has  promifed  them  an 
extraordinary  Diredlion,  when  fpeaking  to  the 
Apoftles,  St.  Mat.  x.  19.  he  fays,  kLhen  they 
Jhall  deliver  you  up,  take  no  Thought,  how  or  what 
ye  Jhall  fpeak  :  For  at  that  fame  Hour  'Jhall '  be 
given  you,  what  ye  Jhall  fpeak.  For  it  is  not  you 
that  Jpeak,  but  the  Spirit  of  your  Father,  that 
fpeaketh  in  you.  In  this  Point  of  View,  Chriftians 
are  to  confider  the  Martyrs  of  Ch  r.ist,  who  in 
their  Conflife  are  exalted  above  thcmfelves,  and 
guided  by  a  Superior  Providence  in  a  Work,  that 
exceeds  'the  Strength  of  Nature. 

But  to  return  to  our  Subjedl ;  The  Judge,  upon 
the  {lender  Evidence  we  have  feen,  declaimed 
againft  the  Prifoner,  and  endeavoured  by  ma¬ 
licious  Suggeftions  to  banifh  all  Senfe  of  Equity 
from  the  Jury,  and  harden  them  like  himfelf; 
againft  Reafon,  Juftice,  and  Humanity,  tie 
could  not,  according  to  the  Laws  of  England; 

be 
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be  condemned,  for  want  of  Witnefies :  But  God 
permitted  this  crying  Injuftrce,  to  increafe  the 
Martyr’s  Merit,  and  to  demonftrate,  that  his 
Religi  ON  ( happy  Caufe ! )  was  his  Guilt. 
The  Jury  withdrew,  after  the  barbarous  and  in¬ 
human  Charge,  and  the  Prifoner  was  remanded  to 
Gaol  in  expedra-tion  of  the  Verdid.  The  Jury 
prepared,  and  inflamed  by  the  Judge  foon  agreed 
of  their  Yerdid,  and,  the  Prifoner  coming  back, 
they  brought  him  in  Guilty.  When  the  Jury 
had  found  him  Guilty,  the  Judge  flood  up,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Cuftom,  and  asked  the  Prifoner, 
what  he  could  fay  for  himfelf,  why  he  fhould 
not  die  according  to  Law.  The  Prifoner  lifted 
up,  with  his  Heart,  his  Eyes  and  Hands  to 
Heaven,  without  anfwering  the  Queftion  *,  and  in 
profound  Silence  and  Recolledion  expeded  the 
Event.  Then  the  Judge,  whofe  Coilegue  was 
now  withdrawn,  pronounced  Sentence  in  Words 
to  this  Effed :  Tou  Jhall  go  from  hence  to  the 
Place  from  whence  you  came  5  from  thence  you  Jhall 
he  drawn  to  the  Place  of  Execution  upon  a  Hurdle  ; 
you  Jhall  there  be  hanged  by  the  Neck.,  till  you  be 
half  dead ;  your  Members  Jhall  be  cut  off  before  your 
Face,  and  thrown  into  the  Fire ;  where  likewife 
your  Bowels  Jhall  be  burnt  *,  your  Head  Jhall  be  cut 
and  fet  upon  a  Stake  or  Pole  \  and  your 
Quarters  Jhall  be  fet  upon  the  four  Corners  of  the 
Cajtle  ;  and  fo  the  Lord  have  Mercy  upon  you. 

The  holy  Man,  far  from  being  moved  with 
the  atrocious  Injuftice  of  the  Sentence,  fell  upon 
his  Knees,  and  bowing  his  Head  very  low, 
adored  the  favourable  Decree  of  Providence  in 
bellowing  upon  him  this  extraordinary  Blefllng, 
The  Sacrifice  he  made  of  himfelf  filled  him  with 
unfpeakable  Joy,  fo  that,  unable  to  mailer  his 
Tranfport^'he  could  not  contain  his  pious  Afpi- 
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rations  to  God,  and  pronounced  aloud.  Deo 
G  R  A  T  I  A  and  after  in  Englijh  \  God  be 
thantked.  The  Sentence  was  to  be  attended 
with  farther  Cruelty  ;  the  Gaoler  conveying  the 
Priibner  back,  had  Orders  by  the  Sheriff  "from, 
the  Judge  to  load  him  with  the  heavicft  Irons, 
He  had  been  commanded  before  to  put  the  Ser¬ 
vant  of  God  into  a  Dungeon  without  Light,  and. 
far  from  Company ;  but  the  Gaoler  fignifying 
there  was  no  fuch  Place,  he  was  recommended 
to  the  word  he  had.  When  he  was  loaded  with, 
thofe  heavy  -Irons,  he  was  fo  oppreffed  with  tlie 
Weight,  that  he  was  rather  carried,  than  walked.' 
In  this  Conjundiire  he  recited  in  an  audible. 
Manner  the  Miferere  one  of  the  Plolms  of  the 
Royal  Prophet’s  Penitence,  offering  himfelf  to 
his  God,  and  defiring  him  in  earneft  Prayer, 
with  the  infpired  King,  to  deal  favourably  with 
Sion^  that  the  Walls  <?/Jerufalem  he  built  \  that 
he  would  fill  the  Number  of  his  Eled:,  and  re-, 
ceive  him  into  that  Number,  which  are  the 
myftical  Stones,  wherewith  the.  heavenly  City  is 
raifed.  fie  then  was  confined  to  a  little-  darkfome 
Place,  where  he  could  not  lie,  but  was  forced  to 
fit  with  a  litde  Bolfter  that  the  Humanity  of 
the  Gaoler  offorded  him  to  lean  upon.  The 
News  of  his  Condemnation  flruck  even  Felons 
and  Malefadqrs  with  Horror  of  die  Judge’s 
Cruelty,  and  Compaflion  to  die  Prifoner,  whole 
Virtues,  and  Innocence  cou.ld  charm  a  Gaol,  but 
bad  no  Force  on  a  mercilefs  Judge.  The  con^' 
fufed  Noife  of  their  Groans,  and  Outcries  was  lb 
great,  as  to  be  heard'  at  a  very  great  Diffcance.  ’ 
^  The  weight  of  heavy  Bolts  opprefled  a  weak 
Body,  but  were  no  Incumberance  to  a  Soul  long¬ 
ing  for  Eternity.  Pious  Breathings,  fiery  and 
warm  Afpirauons,  a  joyful  Profped  of  the  eternal 
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Years,  in  which  he  was  to  be  united  by  evei^* 
lafting  Love  and  Contemplation  to  his  Creator 
took  up  the  hiort  Remains  of  his  Life.  He 
was  watched  Day  and  Night  by  three  or  four 
of  the  Sheriff’s  Men ;  no  one  was  permitted 
Accefs,  by  fevere  Orders  from  the  Judge  under 
the  Fofeiture  of  a  lOo/.  He  continued  thus' 
from  Tuefday  about  one  or  two^  till  "Thurfday 
about  twelve^  with  little  or  no  Nourifhment,  as 
appeared  from  the  Emptinefs  of  his  Bowels  at 
his  Execution.  •  * 

A  fevere  Order  had  been  given  by  the  Judge 
to  admit  no  one  to  the  Prifoner,  but  only  as  a 
Hindrance  of  any  Comfort  from  Friends  ;  for-  the 
Juftice-Parfon  Mr.  Leigh,  fo  often  mentioned, 
was  allowed  to  vifit  him  in  his  Shackles ;  and 
came  to  challenge  him  to  a  Difpute-  without 
Witneffes.  The  Remembrance  of  the  Vidlory 
he  obtained  in  the  famous  Conference  with  the 
Bishop  of  Chester  in  the  Prefence  of  fo  many, 
made  him  defire  a  Controverfy,  without  any 
Company  ;  by  this  mean  Artifice  to  obliterate 
F.  Ar  ROWSM I T  h’s  Succefs ;  and  boaft,  that  he 
had  non-pulfed  his  Adverfary  the  Prifoner.  The 
Wifdom  which  defcended  with  Jofeph  into  his 
Confinement,  abandoned  not  our  Martyr ;  he 
prudently  rejebled  this  unfincere  Propofal  of  a 
Perfon,  who,  not  long  before,  had  falfly  re-« 
ported  Advantages,  which  he  never  got,  in  a 
Difpute  with  a  learned  Catholick  Gentleman, 
This  poor  Slight  was  feen  through  by  Proteftants, 
who  obferved  to  him,  that  if  he  defired  a  Difpute, 
the  Prifoner  had  made  a  fair  Offer  in  Publick, 
which  had  not  been  accepted  *,  and  were  with 
fome  Indignation  offended  at  this  unworthy  Pro¬ 
ceeding.  But  Mr.  Leigh,  and  his  Adherents 
thought  to  wipe  off  the  Afperfion,  by  reprefenting 

their 
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tlieir  Adverfary,  as  a  weak  Perfon,  who  particu¬ 
larly,  was  not  converfant  in  Greek  ;  a  vain  Eva- 
fion,  for  the  Servant  of  Go  d  was  known  to  be  a 
Man  of  extenfive  Learning,  great  Penetration, 
and  folid  Judgment,  which  fome  of  them  had 
found,  not  many  Years  before,  to  their  Confu- 
fion.  Another  Vifit  from  the  fame  Gentleman, 
made  towards  Night,  muft  not  be  omitted. 
Whether  Mr.  Leigh  was,  or  would  be  thought 
afraid,  he  called  aloud  for  a  Candle,  not  daring 
to  approach  him  for  the  Safety^  he  faid,  of  his 
Perfon^  left  that  "Traitor  fhoidd  defperately  mift 
chieve  him  in  the  Dark.  There  was  indeed 
great  Reafon  to  apprehend  fuch  Ufage  from  a 
Perfon  weighed  down  with  heavy  Irons,  and 
fcarce  able  to  ftir.  The  Prifoner,  a  ftranger  to 
fuch  Thoughts,  fpoke  with  his  ufual  Calmnefs 
and  Candor,  and  faid :  Alas.,  good  Sir^  can  you 
thhik  fo  of  me  ?  I  would  not  hurt  any  of  you  *,  and 
ftjould  be  glad  to  fpend  my  Life.,  to  do  your  Souls  good. 
On  the  other  Side,  it  was  not  fo  eafy  for  Catho- 
licks  to  fpeak  to  the  Prifoner :  A  Catholick  Gen¬ 
tleman  was  feen,  by  fome  bufy  Body,  at  the  Door ; 
upon  which  he  was  detained,  but  foon  after 
called  to  the  Bar  ;  and  examined,  what  Bufinefs 
he  had  there,  he  pretended  fome  Excufe,  and 
was  difmilfed. 

Let  us,  for  a  while,  leave  the  holy  Prifoner  in 
clofe  Communcication  with  his  God,  and  pre¬ 
paring  manfully  for  his  Paffage,  whilft,  atten¬ 
tive  to  his  approaching  End,  he  became  the  Sub- 
je<5t  of  publick  Converfation.  It  was  thought  by 
fome,  that  he  would  afluredly  fulFer  •,  and  others 
imagined,  that  he  would  be  brought  to  the 
Place  of  Execution,  and  there  reprieved  :  They 
grounded  this  Opinion  upon  Charles  I.  his 
Royal  Mercy,  a  gracious  Sovereign,  who  abhor- 
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red  fhedding  of  Blood,  under  a  Pretext  of  R  e  - 
LiGiON,  and  in  whofe  Reign  no  one  had  yet 
llifFered  on  that  Account  •,  but  they  forgot  a 
blood- thirfty  Judge,  who  had  Malice  enough  in 
his  Heart,  and  Power  in  his  Hand  to  execute 
his  barbarous  Intent.  The  Behaviour  of  the 
Towrrof  Lancaster  was  very  remarkable  on 
this  Occafion  •,  to  ihew  their  Deteftation  of  this 
Murther,  no  Man  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
undertake  the  Execution,  except  a  Butcher,  who, 
tho’  ahiamed  of  doing  the  Job  himfelf,  engaged 
for  hve  Pound,  that  his  Servant'  fhould  difpatch 
him.  His  Servant,  out  of  a  Senfe  of  Humanity, 
and  Refpedl  to  that  good  Man,  when  informed 
of  his  Maflier’s  fhameful  Contradt,  made  his 
PTcape  from  his  Mailer,  nor  was  he  ever  feen 
after  by  him.  The  Gaol  behaved  with  the  lame 
Worth  and  Integrity :  Felons  and  Malefadlors, 
tho’  to  faye^their  own  Lives,  refufed  this  fla¬ 
grant  Injuftice,  till  a  Deferter,  under  Sentence  of 
Death  for  leaving  his  Colours,  for  forty  Shillings, 
the  Prifoner’s  Cloaths,  and  his  Liberty,  offered 
to  be  the  vile  Inftrument  of  this  inhuman  Mur¬ 
ther*,  and  was  fo  detefted  by  the  good  People 
of  Lancaster,  that,  not  one  would  lend  an 
Ax,  to  butcher  the  Servant  of  G  o  d  .  It  is  ob-  . 
fervable  that  this  cruel  Wretch,  after  the  bafe 
Adi,  was  remanded  to  Prifon,  tho’  Liberty  had 
been  promifed  him,  where  his  Fellow  Prifoners 
had  him  in  fuch  Horror,  that  he  was  kept  out 
of  their  Sight,  for  fear  of  Violence.  Some  time 
after,  he  was  fet  at  Liberty  with  the  Martyr’s 
Cloaths,  the  infamous  Reward  of  his  deteilable 
Service. 

Some  Difficulties  were  found  in  preparing  a 
Warrant  to  the  Sheriff,  for  his  Execution.  Illegal 
Proceedings  made  it  hard  to  draw  a  proper 

Warrant. 
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Warrant.  The  elder  Judge,  whom  we 
called  in  to  afiift  his  Brother  with  his  Counfel, 
refufed  to  fign  the  Warrant ;  nay,  the  Judge  him- 
felf,  that  had  condemned  him,  would  not  put 
his  Hand  to  any  Order  ;  the  Sheriff  would  not 
take  the  Burthen  of  this  Guilt,  without  a  proper 
Warrant ;  tho’  they  all  deffred  his  Death :  At  laft 
a  Warrant,  was  drawn  up  in  this  illegal  Manner, 

not  worded,  as  ufual,  . yudge  fitting ; 

but,  the  Court  fitting  :  And,  ordered  by  the  Court, 
Such  were  the  Irregularities  relating  to  an  Order 
for  his  Execution  •,  but  fuitable  Diredions  were 
given  to  a  proper  Officer,  to  difguife  what  was 
amils.  Thus  true  it  is,  that  the  Confcience  of 
the  Wicked  apprehends  even  the  Teftimony  of 
Men,  in  thofe  very  Facffs,  on  which  they  are 
eagerly  bent.  Befides  (a  Thing  not  ufual  at 
Affizes)  by  the  Judge’s  Orders,  the  Day  of  Exe¬ 
cution  was  anticipated,  to  gratify  his  Eyes  with 
the  Sight  of  his  Death. 

On  Thurfday^  the  twenty  eighth  ofAuguft^  Word 
was  brought  to  the  happy  Man,  that  he  muff  die 
within  four  Hours.  He  received  the  News  with* 
perfedf  Refignation  ;  and  raifing  his  Heart  to 
God,  he  faid  with  great  Fervor  and  Devotion. 
I  befeech  my  Redeemer  to  make  me  worthy  of  it. 
The  Judge,  to  dilappoint  the  People  of  fo  edify¬ 
ing  a  Speftacle,  as  the  heroick  Combat  of  a 
valiant  Champion,  had  propofed  to  have  him 
executed  early  in  the  Morning  ;  but  the  unreadi- 
nefs  of  Things  neceffary  for  the  Execution  croffing 
hisDefign,  he  pitched  upon  Dinner-time,  in  Hopes 
that  would  keep  moll  People  at  Home.  But  either 
theCuriofity-of  indifferent  Perfons,  or  the  Hope  of 
Proteftants  to  fee  him  fhrink,  or  the  Confidence 
Catholicks  had  of  his  known  Virtue  andConftancy, 
unpeopled  Lancaster,  who  crowded  from 
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thence,  and  other  Parts,  to  the  Place  of  Execution, 
with  vafl:  Numbers  of  all  Ages,  Sexes  and  Re- 
li^ions,  who  waited  the  Lift  Scene  of  this  Tragedy. 

■  °As  he  was  carried  through  the  Caftle-Yard  a 
venerable  and  worthy  Prieft,  his  Fellow  Prifoner 
condemned  for  his  Function,  but  enjoymg  the 
Benefit  of  a  Reprieve,  ftiew’d  himfelf  to  F.  Ar- 
RowsM  I  T  H  from  a  large  Window :  F.  Arrow- 
smith,  as  fbon  as  he  perceived  him,  to 
Abfolution,  lifted  up  his  Hands  (the  Sign  they 
mutually  had  agreed)  that  diffmiffed  by  3- Vicat 
of  Jesus  Christ,  v/ith  Comfort  from  on  hign, 
he  might  endure  in  the  Day  of  Battle, 
triumph  in  the  Conftia.  The  holy  Confeffor 
abfolved  him  in  the  Sight  of  the  People,  and 
difpatched  him,  with  the  Sign  of  Re¬ 
demption,  to  Conqueft,  and  a  Crown  of  Glory. 
A  Catholick  Gentleman,  on  this  ,  Occafion,  re¬ 
vived,  if  not  exceeded,  the  Example  of  the  Great 
Constantine,  who,  when  he  had  ^ven 
Peace  to  the  Church,  embraced  the  maimed  Con- 
feffors,  and  kiffed  the  Marks  of  the  Wounds, 
they  had  received  in  the  late  Perfecution.  T 
Gentleman,  charmed  with  the  Courage,  and  n- 
trepidity  of  the  generous  Martyr,  marching  out  to 
Vidtory  with  thefe  Marks  of  Ignominy  and  Con- 
fufion,  difcovered,  by  a  clear  fighted  Faith, 
under  thefe  humbling  Circumftances,  the  true 
Signs  of  a  Difciple  of  the  Crofs,  of  a  Soldi^, 
and  Apoftle  of  Jesus  Christ  :  He  clafped  the 
holy  Man  in  his  Arms,  and  kiffed  him  tenderly, 
till  the  High-Sheriff  ordered  him  to  be  feparated 

by  Force.  , 

This  Gentleman  having  in  this  Manner  ^en 
Leave  of  F.  Arrowsmith  at  the  Caftle  Gate, 
the  holy  Confeffor  was  laid,  and  bound  upon  the  i 

tiurdle,  with  his  Head  towards  the  Hoife  s  Tail, 

for 
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for  o-reater  Ignominy.  Thence  he  was-  dragged- 
through  the  Streets  to  the  Gallows  above  a  quarter 
of  a  Mile  from  the  <Zme,  not  to  be  approached 
by  his  Friends,  who  were  kept  oft  by  the  Sheriff’s 
Men,  and  their  Halbards-,  but  to  his  greater 
Torment,  feme  Froteftant  Clergymen  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  moleft  him.  The  Executioner  preceded 
immediately  the  Horfe  and  Hurdle,  with  a  Club 
in  his  Hand  by  way  of  barbarous  Triumph  ; 
v/hile  the  holy  Man,  bound  upon  the  Hurdle,  held 
two  Papers,  in  which  were  written  down,  under 
theTitleof twoKeys  toHeaven,  anAaof 
the  Love  of  God,  and  an  of  Contrition,  to 
move  and  excite  Fervor  and  Devotion.  No 
doubt,  the  holy  Man’s  I'houghts  were  hxed  on 
his  Redeemer  going  to  Mount  Ca  lva  ry, 
under  a  heavy  Crofs,  to  confummate  our  Re¬ 
demption.  The  Contemplation  of  his  Master 
finking  under  his  Crofs,  and  the  Weight  of  our 
Sins,  for  which  he  was  immolated,  filled  him 
with  Tranfpoits  of  Joy  and  Content,  becaule  he 
was  judged  worthy  of  Ignominy  tor  his  Name, 
and  admitted  to  follow  the  bloody  h  ootfteps  of 


his  Saviour. 

When  they  came  near  the  Place  of  Execution, 
the  limping  Juftice-Parfon  Mr.  Leigh,  lliewd 
F  Arrowsmith  a  Caldron  boiling  o  igi 
over  a  vail  Fire,  that  none  could  abide  near, 
faying:  Look  you  Mafter  R  i  g  b  i  e,  'tv oat  ts 
provided  for  your  Death  -will  you  confirm,  and 
lay  bold  of  the  King’s  Mercy  ?  The  blepd  Man, 
with  a  fmiling  Countenance,  looked  at  the 
Tempter,  faying:  Good  Sir,  tempt  me  no  more-, 
the  Mercy,  -which  I  look  for,  is  in  Hea  ven,  through 
the  Death,  and  Paffton  of  my  Saviour  Jesus 
Ch  RisT  -,  and  I  moft  humbly  befeech  hm  to  make 
nit  -worthy  of  this  Death.  Behold  Chriftian 
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the  Altar,  and  theVidim  now  ready  to  fall  by 
the  Enemies,  .  and  P erlecutors  of  Religion  ^ 
and  adore  the  immenfe  Goodnefs  of  God,  who 
rnakes  ufe  of  their  Inhumanity,  for  the  Trial  of 
his  Martyrs ;  and  wonderfully  provides  by  his 
Mercy,  and  prepares  by  his  Grace,  in  the  Peribns 
of  weak  Men,  pleafing  Subjeds,  to  iliew  the 
greatneis  of  his  Power. 

He  was  then  dragged  to  the  Foot  of  the 
Ladder,  where  being  untied,  he  pray’d  on  his 
Knees  a  quarter  of  an  Hour.  Full  of  the 
Charity  which  fired  the  Bread  of  the  Apoflle 
(Rom.  viii.  35.)  to  defy  Tribulation,  Biftrefs, 
Hunger,  Nakednefs,  Danger,  Perfecution,  or  the 
Sword,  to  feparate  him  from  the  Love  of  God  ; 
and  made  him,  amidft  thofe  Things,  a  Con¬ 
queror,  through  him  that  loved  us.  In  his  Prayer, 
thrice  kneeling  down,  he  thrice  repeated  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ardent  Oblation  of  himfelf  I  freely,  and 
willingly  offer  to  Thee,  sweetestJesus,  this  my 
Death,  inSatisfadiion  for  my  Sins  ;  and  I  wifh  that 
this  little  Blood  of  mine,  may  he  a  Sacrifice  for  them : 
Thus  he  devoted  himfelf  aHolocauft  to  his  Je  s u s. 
He  was  here  interrupted  by  fome  Protestant 
Cl ergymen,  and  charged  with  Blafphemy ; 
but  he  that  had  above  put  his  whole  Truft  in 
the  Merits  of  his  Saviour,  could  only  be  fup- 
pofed  to  exclude  them  by  Wranglers.  Plaving 
with  great  Patience  refuted  this  Imputation  in 
few  Words,  he  continued  to  this  Effed.  O 
Jesus  my  Life  and  my  Glory,  I  chear fully  reft  ore 
the  Life,  which  I  have  received  from  Thee,  and, 
was  it  not  thy  Gift,  would  not  he  mine  to  return. 

I  have  ever  dejired,  0  God  of  my  Soul,  to  refign 
my  Life  to  Thee,  and  for  Thee.  The  Lofs  of  Life 
for  thy  Sake,  I  own  my  Advantage,  and  the  Pre^ 
fervation  of  it  without  Thee,  my  ffuin,  1  die  for 
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the  Love  of  thee  ■,  for  our  Holy  Faith  ■,  for  the 
fupport  of  the  Authority  of  thy  Vicar  on  Earth, 
the  Succeffor  of  St.  Fetek,  true  Head  of  the 
Ca  tholickChurch,  which  thou  haft  founded 
and  eftablifhed.  My  Sins,  0  Lord,  were  the 
Caufe  of  thy  Death.  In  my  Death  I  only  deftre 
Fhee,  who  art  true  Life.  Permit  not,  moft  merci¬ 
ful  ]esx!S,  that  I  efcape  Lorments  to  live  without 
Thee.  Life  can  be  no  Advantage,  where  Thou  art 
not.  Give  me,  good  ]esvs,  Conftancy  to  the  I  aft 
Moment,  let  me  not  live  one  InftaM  without  Thee  : 
For  ftnce  Thou  art  true  Life,  I  cannot  live,  unlefs 
Thou  liv'eft  in  me.  PVhen  I  reflebl,  that  I  have 
offended  Thee,  I  am  feized  with  greater  Grief, 
than  can  be  caufed  by  the  Lofs  of  my  Life.  O 
Life  of  my  whole  Life  !  but  how  of  my  whole  Life, 
if  I  have  ever  offended  Thee  ?  however,  with  true 
Sorrow  I  wholly  devote  myfelf  to  Thee,  and  with 
all  my  Heart  forgive  thofe,  who  take  my  Life  away, 
and,  by  that  Means,  give  me  this  Opportunity  to 
refign  it  into  thy  Sacred  Hands.  Such  were  the 
fervent  Afpirations,  or  rather  the  Flight  ot  a  Soul 
carried  with  Rapidity  to  her  Center  her  God, 
prelervcd  by  the  ^Vitnelles  of  his  hdartyrdom,  as 
precious  Remains  of  a  ChrilVian  Heroe.  Frequent 
Endeavours  were  made  to  interrupt  him,  but 
his  Prayer,  like  hinifelf,  was  fixed  and  immovea- 
■  ble  till  ordered  by  the  Sheriff  to  make  hafte, 
he  obey’d  the  Call  of  Providence,  role  up  with 
thefe  Words  of  Refignation,  God’sholyWill 
BE  DONE,  killed  the  Ladder,  and  went  up 
with  Courage  and  Refolution. 

As  he  mounted  the  Latlder,  he  defired  the 
Catholicks  to  join  their  Prayers  with  him,  and 
for  him,  to  obtain  the  necelfary  Graces  to  fup¬ 
port  him  in  this  laft,  and  decifive  Engagement. 
Mr  Leigh  the  Jufticc-Parfon  replied  very 
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falfly  (for  many  Catholicks  came  to  be  edified) 
that  there  were  none  prefent,  but  he  would  pray 
for  him.  The  bleffed  Man  anfwered :  I  neither> 
deftre^  your  Prayers^  nor  will  I  fray  with  you. 
1  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  you  ;  and  if  what 
you  fay  he  true,  that  there  are  no  Catholicks  here, 
I  wifh  to  die  as  many  Deaths,  as  here  are  People, 
cn  Condition,  that  they  were  all  Catholicks .  \V  itli 
that  he  pray  d  for  his  Ma  j  est  y ,  recommended 
to  Almighty  God  the  State  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  in  a  particular  Manner  his  Perfecutors,  whom 
he  freely  forgave,  defiring  allb  Forgivenefs  of 
whomlbever  he  had  offended.  Going  up  a  little 
higher  he  addrefied  himfelf  thus  to  the  Spediiators. 
Bear  Witnefs,  Gentlemen,  zvho  are  come  to  fee  my 
End,  that  I  die  a  confant  Roman  Catho- 
LicK;  and  for  Jesus  Christ  his  Sake,  let 
not  my  Death  he  a  Hindrance  to  your  well  doing, 
and  going  forward  in  the  C a  t  h o l  i  c k  Re¬ 
ligion,  hut  rather  may  it  encourage  you  thereto. 
Eor  Jesus  s  Sake,  have  a  Care  of  your  Souls, 
than  which  ?iothing  is  more  precious and  heconie 
JHemhers  of  the  true  Church,  as  you  tender  your 
Salvation ;  for  hereafter,  that  alone  will  do  you 
good.  I  hefeech  you,  requeft  my'BK'ETUR-EN,  for 
his  Sake,  who  redeemed  us  all,  to  he  careful  to 
fupply  my  Want  and  Infufficiency,  as  I  hope  they 
will.  Nothing  grieves  me  fo  much,  as  this  Eng¬ 
land,  which  I  pray  God  foon  to  convert.  He 
then  betook  himfelf  to  a  fervent  Prayer,  which 
he  read  out  of  a  Paper,  and  drew  his  Cap  over 
his  Eyes,  expedling  to  be  turned  off. 

But  the  limping  Tempter  Mr.  Leigh,  had 
not  yet  done  *,  a  further,  and  lafl:  Attempt  was 
made,  to  lhake  the  holy  Man’s  Conftancy :  Pray 
Sir,  faid  he,  accept  the  King’s  Mercy,  take  the 
Oath  ^^Allegiance,  and  your  Life  fhall  he 
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granted.  Good  Sir^  accept  your  Life ;  I  defire 
you  to  live.  Here  is  one  come  from  the  Judge.,  to 
offer  you  Mercy.  Tou  may  live.,  if  you  will  con¬ 
form  to  Protest  ANT  Religion.  The 
Servant  of  God  drew  his  Cap  from  his  Eyes, 
and  with  a  fevere  Countenance,  and  fome  Refent- 
ment  of  the  Injury  offered  to  his  Refolution  of 
dying  a  thoufand  Deaths,  rather  than  accept  fucli 
Terms,  anfwered,  O  *S/r,  hozv  far  am  I  from 
that  I  tempt  me  no  7nore.  I  am  a  dying  Man  : 
I  will  not  do  it  in  no  Cafe.,  on  no  Conditio?:. 
Then,  with  great  Firmnefs  of  Mind,  he  ad- 
drefied  the  High-Sherift,  exhorting  him,  and  the 
reft  to  take  Care  of  their  Souls.  "The  Day  will 
co?ne,  laid  he,  zvhen  far  from  repejiting  your 
return  to  /Z^^Catholick  Church,  you  will 
find  it  your  greateft  Comfort.,  a?id  Advantage. 
He  continued  in  this  Strain,  till  fome  Pro- 
TESTANT  Clergymen  anfwered *,  they 
would  look  well  enough  to  themfelves  ;  and  others 
'  of  the  fame  Cloth,  fearing,  that  the  Words  of  a 
dying  Herpe,  would  have  too  great  an  Influence 
on  many,  interrupted  him,  crying  out ;  No  more 
of  that ;  no  more  of  that ;  away  with  him.  F.  Ar- 
RowsMiTH  now  compofed  himfelf  for  his  laft 
A6f,  he  again  covered  his  Eyes,  and  fixed  in 
ardent  Prayer,  contemplated  him  with  a  lively 
Faith,  whom  he  was  immediately  to  pofTefs  for 
Eternity.  His  Lips  were  feen  to  move,  and 
Bone  Jesu,  Good  Jesus  were  the  laft 
Words,  that  immediately  preceded  his  being 
thrown  off  the  Ladder,  and  fuffered  to  hang,  till 
a  happy  Soul  free  from  a  mortal  Body  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Crown  of  Juftice,  which  is  laid  up 
for  faithful  Servants,  and  is  in  the  Language  of 
St.  August i N,  by  God’s  Mercy  their  Due. 
The  reft  of  the  cruel  Sentence  was  immediately 
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executed  *,  he  was  cut  down,  difmember’d, 
bo  welled,  quartered  *,  his  Heart  torn  out ;  that  • 
and  his  Privities  burnt.  His  Head  was  alfo  cut  off ; 
the  Head,  and  Quarters  were  boiled  in  the  Caldron ; 
the  Blood  with  Sand,  and  Earth  feraped  up, 
and  caff  into  the  Fire.  Laftly,  his  Head,  agreeable 
to  the  Sentence,  was  fet  upon  a  Pole,  among  the 
Pinnacles  of  the  Caftle  *,  and  his  Quarters  hanged 
on  four  feveral  Corners  thereof. 

Various  were  the  Affedions  of  the  Perfons, 
who  affifted  at  this  Ti"agedy,  and  beheld  his  Exit. 
Many  Proteftants,  moved  with  his  Fortitude  and 
Patience,  wijhed  their  Souls  with  hiSy  who  then 
died.  Others,  either  out  of  Remorfe,  or  Detefta- 
tion  of  this  bloody  Ad,  repented  their  coming  to 
this  Spedacle.  Some  judged  it  very  laudable, 
to  be  conftant  to  their  Religion  ;  but  thought  it 
too  great  a  Stretch  of  Obligation,  to  die  for 
that  Caufe.  Some,  touched  with  Compaffion, 
efteemed  it  barbarous,  to  ufe  a  Perfon  thus  for 
his  Religion.  Mr.  Leigh,  and  fome  of  his 
Malicious  Temper,  feemed  the  only  Perfons 
pleafed  with  this  Inhumanity.  The  Catholicks, 
who  in  great  Numbers  had  attended  this  laft 
Scene  of  his  Apoff  olical  Life,  were  comforted,  and 
confirmed  in  the  Truth  of  that  Religion,  which 
he  recommended  efficaciouffy  by  his  Example  *, 
they  praifed  God,  who,  in  their  Days,  had  raifed 
F.  Arrowsmith,  and  placed  before  their  Eyes 
this  Pattern  of  Patience,  Humility,  Conftancy, 
Charity,  inceffant  Zeal  of  Souls,  which  fhone  forth 
with  Luftre  in  the  triumphant  Martyr,  who  was 
gone  before  to  affift  them  with  his  Prayers  in  the 
Sight  of  Go  D ,  as  he  had  done  on  Earth  by  his 
'  pious  Labours,  to  the  daily  Hazard,  and  at  laft, 
to  the  Lofs  of  his  Mortal  Life,  for  the  greater 
Glory  of  God,  and  their  eternal  Benefit. 
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The  Behaviour  of  a  Sanguinary  JiKige  increafed 
the  Martyr’s  Glory,  and,  in  that  Refpe^i:,  muft 
be  allowed  a  Place  in  the  Ad:s  of  the  Martyr, 
Pleafed  with  the  Succefs  of  illegal  and  barbarous 
Proceedings,  he  had  anticipated  the  Day  of 
Execution,  to  fee  with  Satisfadion  the  Death  of 
F.  A  R  R  o  w  s  M I T  H ,  whom  he  had  condemned, 
without  any  Regard  even  to  the  known  Laws  of 
civilized  Nations.  He  was  afhamed  to  appear 
at  the  Place  of  Execution  •,  perhaps  to  indulge 
his  cruel  Temper  more,  in  feeing  the  Butchery 
at  a  Diftance  through  a  Profpedive  Glals,  with¬ 
out  any  Conftraint  from  the  Spedators,  who 
would  juftly  be  furprifed  at  this  extraordinaiy 
Procedure  in  an  Adminiflirator  of  Juftice.  Thus 
he  feafted  his  Eyes  with  Blood,  having  firfl:  taken 
an  Oath,  not  to  fit  down  to  Table,  till  Ar^ 
RowsMiTH  was  dead.  Dinner  was  ordered 
up  in  a  kind  of  Triumph,  when  his  Oath 
was  difeharged ;  here  he  feemed  Religious,  to 
be  more  cruel.  A ftep  Dinner  fomeVenil'on  came  ^ 
in,  a  Prefent  to  the  Judge  *,  while  he  admired  ' 
theVenifon,  F.  Arr  owsM  I  T  h’s  Quarters  were 
brought  in,'  that  he  might  enjoy  the  bloody  Ad, 
oi  which  he  was  the  Author.  To  glut  liimfelf 
with  Elorror,  he  barbaroudy  handled  the  Quarters 
of  the  Deceafed,  laid  them  by  the  Venifon, 
and  was  not  adiamcd  inhumanly  to  compare 
them  together.  To  compleat  all,  the  next  Day, 
leaving  the  Town,  he  turned  his  Hoiie,  and 
making  him  prance,  in  a  vain-glorious  Boad:  of 
his  Injufbice,  he  looked  towards  the  Martyr’s ' 
Head;  which  he  not  thinking  placed  high 
enough,  ordered  to  be  railed  fix  Yards  above 
the  Pinnacles  of  the  Callle.  Vain  and  fenfelefs 
Efforts  of  impotent  Malice !  Fruitlefs  Attempts 
to  increafe  the  Ignominy  of  the  Deceafed !  7'he 
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Glory  of  Martyrdom  had  placed  him  out  of  his 
Reach.  If  his  Head  was  to  be  raifed  to  a  more 
eminent  Place,  it  only  ferved  to  make  his  Tro¬ 
phies  more  confpicuous.  Divine  Juftice  is  not  to 
be  avoided  without  Penance,  and  Satisfaction : 

In  little  more  than  a  Year  it  overtook  the  inhu¬ 
man  Judge  *,  for  on  the  twenty  third  of  January  \ 
1629-30,  the  Judge  fitting  at  Supper  felt  a  Blow 
on  his  Head,  as  if  fome  one  had  ftruck  him 
with  his  Fift ;  upon  v/hich  he  fell  in  a  Paflion 
againft  the  Servant,  that  waited  behind  him  ^  but 
he  protefting,  that  neither  he  had  ftrucken  him, 
nor  feen  any  one  ftrike,  he  received  a  fecond 
Blow  like  the  firft,  and  was  carried  under  great 
Terrors,  and  Fear  to  Bed,  where  the  next  Morn¬ 
ing  he  was  found  ftruggling  with  Death,  and 
departed,  leaving  an  Example,  and  a  Warning 
to  Judges.  Whether  thefe  two  Blows  were  to 
call  to  his  Remembrance  the  Deaths  of  F.  Ar- 
RowsMiTH,  and  Richard  Herst,  two 
innocent  Perfons,  againft  whom  he  pafled  an 
unjuf:  Sentence,  is  left  here  to  the  dread  Judg¬ 
ments  of  Go  D . 

How  different  a  Fate  had  F.  Ar  rowsm  i  t  h,- 
wEo,  on  the  Day  of  his  memorable  Combat, 
appeared  to  the  R.  F.  Dom.  Ambrose  Bar- 
low  of  the  EngliJJo  Benedictine  Congre¬ 
gation,  then  at  a  great  Diftance,  and  ignorant 
of  what  had  been  tranfaCled  at  Lancaster  *, 
to  whoiTy,  having  communicated  his  Succefs,  and 
happy  Conflict,  he  foretold  at  the  fame  Time, 
that  he  was  to  be  bleffed  with  the  like  glorious 
End.  But  let  us  rather  hear  the  Martyr  himfelf 
fpeak  of  our  Martyr  ;  their  Language  feems  beft 
to  fuit  their  Exploits.  This  holy  Man  was  the 
next,  that  was  executed  at  L  a  n  c  a  s  t  e  r  ,  on  the 
tenth  of  Sepmher  1641,  in  the  forty  fourth  Yeae  j 
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of  his  Age  *,  and  from  his  Confinement  in  Prifon 
he  gives  this  familiar  Account  of  his  future 
Death,  and  the  Predidtion  of  F.  Ar  rowsm  i  t  h, 
in  a  Letter  to  his  Brother  the  R.  F.  Dom.  Ru- 
D  I  SIND  Barlow,  then  at  Do  way.  I  believe 
(fays  he)  I  Jhall  fuffer  *,  for  Mr.  B  r  a  d  s  h  aw 
(this  was  one  of  the  Names,  under  which  F.  Ar- 
ROwsMiTH  was  concealed)  the  that  fuf¬ 

fer  ed  Martyrdom^  the  Night  after  he  fuffer ed., 
whereas  I  knew  nothing  of  his  Death.,  fpoke  thus 
to  me.,  funding  by  my  Bed-Jide.  I  have  suf¬ 
fered,  AND  NOW  YOU  WILL  BE  TO  SUF¬ 
FER  :  Say  little,  for  they  will 

ENDEAVOUR  TO  TAKE  HOLD  OF  YOUR 

Words.  His  happy  Death  verified  the  Pro¬ 
phecy.  R.  F.  Ambrose  Barlow  was  of  the 
ancient  Family  of  Barlow,  of  Barlow  in  the 
County  of  Lancaster:  Fie  not  only  was  a 
Martyr,  but  intitled  to  fuffer  for  Religion  by  his 
Profeffion,  as  a  Member  of  the  Englijh  Bene¬ 
dictine  Congregation,  famous  from  its 
firftinflitution  for  Apostles  of  divers  Nations, 
illuftrious  M A  r  T  Y  R s,  fhining  Li  gh  ts  of  the 
Church  by  their  eminent  Piety  and^  Learning, 
who  have,  down  to  our  Times,  in  their  refpedtive 
'  Capacities  propagated,  adorned,  and  with  their 
Blood  defended  theCATHOLicK  Faith  :  And 
alfo  by  Inheritance,  as  defending  from  a  Con- 
feffor  of  J  e  s  u  s  Ch  R  I  s  T  his  Grandfather, ^  wlio, 
tho’  he  did  not  fuffer  a  violent  Death,  died  in 
Confinement  for  his  Religion.  This  was 
Al  EX  A  N  D  E  R  Ba  r  LOW  of  Barlow.,  Efq-,  who  in 
this  excellent  Caufe,  was  firft  a  Prifoner  at  Man¬ 
chester,  and  afterwards  at  a  Gentleman’s  Seat 
in  the  fame  County.  A  Bleffing  ferns  to.  have 'at¬ 
tended  this  laff  Prifon  where  he  died,  the  Family 

havino;  embraced  the  Religion,  for  which  he 
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fufl-ered.  Juftice,  and  the  Edification  of  ouf 
Neighbour  have  obliged  me  to  give  a  Place  in 
this  Narration  to  this  worthy  Gentleman  and 
illufirious  Confefibr,  left,  by  the  Injury  of  Times, 
a  noble  Example  of  Chriftian  Fortitude,  and 
Patience  fhould  be  buried  in  Oblivion. 

For  the  fame  juft  Reafon  we  muft  not  wrong 
the  Reader,  nor  the  Zeal  of  F.  Arrowsmith, 
nor  Divine  Grace  of  its  Influence,  by  palling 
under  Silence  its  Eftedls  in  the  Perfon  of  a  Horfe^ 
ftealer  happily  converted  in  Gaol  by  the  holy 
Man.  We  muft  join  to  the  Spiritual  Father,  the 
happy  Son,  of  whom  in  his  Prifon  he  travelled 
in  Birth,  tillCnRi  s  T  was  formed  in  him.  The 
Redeemer  of  the  "World,  who  fuffered  in  his 
perfecuted  Church,  fhewed  the  Power  of  his 
Grace  in  thofe,  who  co-operated  with  him  to  the 
Salvation  of  Souls,  and  triumphed  in  his  Martyrs. 
They  followed  his  Footfteps  *,  and  in  their  Be¬ 
haviour,  we  may  trace  the  Lineaments  of  the 
Original.  He  is  their  Example  ;  and  we  know 
thofe  chofen  Veflels,  by  the  Refemblance  they  bear 
to  the  Pattern.  He  fnatched  on  his  Crofs  the  good 
Thief  from  Predition.  It  is  but  a  Confequence  of 
St.  Paul’s  Theology  {Rom.  viii.  19.)  if  I  com¬ 
pare  the  valiant  Soldier  Edmund  Arrow'- 
SMiTH  to  his  Leader  and  Sovereign,  the  King 
of  Martyrs  ;  For  ‘whom  he  (God)  foreknew.,  he 
alfo  predeftinated.,  to  he  ?nade  conformable  to  tht 
Image  of  his  Son.,  that  he  may  he  the  firft  begotten 
among  many  Brethren.  The  Servant  of  God 
fuffering  in  Prifon,  and  pioufly  emulating  the 
Work  of  his  Saviour,  through  God’s  Grace, 
brought  this  Horfe-ftealer  not  only  to  be  a  Com¬ 
panion  of  his  Faith,  but  a  Partaker  in  his  vic¬ 
torious  Palm.  The  Judge  anticipated  the  Day 
of  Execution,  to  content  his  fanguinary  Temper ; 

but 
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but  did  not  Providence  defign,  that  Arrow- 
smith  in  his  Glory  fhould  fecure,  by  his  In-  - 
tercefllon,  the  Purchafe  he  had  made  bn  Earth, 
from  that  Blefled  Place,  where  the  holy  Martyr 
.  Cy  p  R I A  N  affirms  *,  he  Martyrs  are  as  follicitous 
for  our  Safety,  as  they  are  affiired  of  their 
i  Fehcity  ?  In  Effe6b,  Faith  Eid  taken  fo  deep  a 
Root  in  the  Heart  of  the  Convert,  that  no  Pro- 
(  mifes  of  Life  could  ffiake  him :  His  Life  was 
I  often  afTured  him,  but  to  no  Purpofe  *,  he  was 
)  confirmed  by  the  Blood  of  his  Father  in  C  h  r  i  s  t  , 

I  fixed  by  the  Efficacy  of  his  Example,  and  his 
I  Prayers.  To  be  fhort,  like  the  prudent  Mer- 
t  chant  Man  feeking  for  good  Pearls^  who  having 
Ij  found  one  precious  Pearly  went  and  fold  all  be  had^ 
i  and  bought  it^  this  fortunate  Horfe-ftciiler  pre- 
i|  ferred  the  Gift  of  Faith,  without  which  it  is.  imr 
i|  polfible  to  pleafe  God,  undervalued  his  Life, 

1|  and,  in  the  Senfe  of  theGofpel,  fold  all  he  had  to 
ij  fecure  this  Jewel.  -Wonderful,  but  adorable  Dif- 
penlation  of  Providence,  by  which  the  Re¬ 
deemer  in  the  midfb  of  his  Sufferings,  of  a 
Thief  having  made  a  Saint ;  by  the  Perfon  of 
I  this  Apoffolical  Man,  his  Difciple  and  Imitator, 
from  a  Horfe-ftealer,  railed  a  Martyr !  They 
were  both  called  the  laft  Hour ;  botli,  by  their 
Correfpondence,  dcfeiwed  end! els  Rewards. 

Such,  as  we  have  feen,  was  the  happy  Period. of 
F.  Arrowsmith’s  Life  in  the  forty  tliird 
Year  ot  his  Age,  and  the  fifth  Year  from  his 
Admiffion  into  the  Society  of  Jesus.  Thus 
ended  his  Labours,  a  Chriftian  lieroe,  a  valiant 
Champion,  a  zealous  Miffionary,  a  bright  Orna- 

I  ment  of  the  Secular,  and  Regular  Clergy  of  the 
[j  Society  of  Jesus:  He  adorned  both  with  his 
\\  eminent  Virtues,  illuftrated  both  with  the  Glory 
'\  of  his  Martyrdom.  He  was  a  Man  under  a 

mean 
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mean  Prefence,  remarkable  for  hi^  Innocence  of 
Life^  Affability,  Chearfulnefs,  great  Candor,*  eafy 
Converfation,  which  engaged  all  in  his  Favor, 
and  recommended  his  Virtue.  He  particularly 
excelled  in  his  Quality  of  Apoftolical  Miffionary : 
He  bent  all  his  Endeavors  to  fill  that  Character  : 
He  was  fitted  to  this  Calling  by  great  natural 
Parts,  a  found  Judgment,  a  piercing  Wit  *,  thefe 
he  improved  by  Induflry,  and  afiiduous  Labour, 
to  acquire  all  poffible  C^alifications  to  difcharge 
this  eminent  Duty.  His  Erudition,  his  Sharp- 
nefs  in  refuting  the  Adverfaries  of  Religion,  his 
fervent  Exhortations,  Zeal  of  Souls,  conftant 
Application  to  the  Office  of  an  Apoftle,  came- 
particularly  commended  by  his  exemplary  Piety  : 
This  gave  a  wonderful  Efficacy  to  his  Words,  and 
his  Works,  by  both  which  he  approved  himfelf 
before  God,  and  Men,  a  faithful  and  diligent 
Labourer  in  the  Vineyard.  Thus  qualified,  he 
was  true  to  his  Truft,  he  preferved  his  Faith, 
he  fought  a  good  Fight,  and  finifhed  his  Courfe. 
God,  in  whofe  Treaflires  he  had  depofited  a 
precious  Life,  fent  out  his  Champion  to  Battle  •, 
forwarded  him  by  his  Grace  to  Vidiory  j  and,  as 
a  juft  Judge,  rewarded  the  Conqueror  with  a 
triumphal  Crown. 
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RICHARD  HERST 


FOR  HIS 


R  E  L  I  G  I  O  N. 


HE  Death'  of  F.  Arrowsmith 
was  not  the  only  Injuftice  of  the^ 
fame  cruel  Judge,  which  gave  Hea¬ 
ven  a  Martyr,  and  the  Church  a 
glorious  Example.  Another  Scene 
of  Barbarity,  which  he  had  been  contriving  for 
three  AfTizes,  was  exhibited  the  next  Day.  It  is 
neceflary,  that  this  Injuftice  be  laid  open,  to  in-* 
validate  the  Pretexts  ufed  to  reprefent  Richard 
Herst  as  a  Murtherer,  and  deprive  him  of 
his  Crown  *,  and  to  ihew  that,  tho’  he  was  put  to 
Death  under  colour  of  wilful  Murther,  yet,  in  the 
Judgment  ^f  impartial  Men,  and  the  Sight  of 
Almighty  Gonj  he  loft  his  Life,  for  profefTing 
the  Cat  HO  LICK  Faith.  In  this  he  lliares 
the  Fate  of  many  illuftrious  Champions,  whom 
the  Malice  of  Infidels,  or  the  unjuft  Prevention 
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of  Se<5larics  have  mifreprefented.  The  Church, 
true  to  their  Merits,  has  refcued  the  Memory  of 
thofe  Chriilian  Heroes  from  the  bafe  Infinuations 
againft  their  Chara6ter :  And  m  this  View,  this 
Judge’s  unfair  Proceedings  are  here  expofed,  as 
fo  many  Confirmations  of  Richard  Herst’s 
Martyrdom,  which  they  eftablilh,  when  they  fix 
and  demonftrate  the  Caufe  of  his  Suffering. 

Ri  CHARD  H  ERST  was  a Recusan T  Con¬ 
vict;  whereupon.  Warrants  went  out  to  feize 
and  carry  him  before  the  Bishop  of  Ch  ester, 
to  whofe  Jurifdi6tion  Lancashire  is  fubject. 
A  Warrant  was  put  into  the  Hands  of  Chri¬ 
stopher  Norcrosse,  a  Purfuivant  under  the 
faid  Bifhop :  Christopher  took  with  him,  as 
Afiiftants  in  this  Work,  one  Wilkinson,  and 
one  Dewhurst.  Dewhurst  was  a  very  im¬ 
proper  Afllftant  for  an  Officer  in  the  Execution 
of  his  Office,  a  Perfon,  who,  befides  the  Mean- 
nefs  of  his  Condition,  was  lb  infamous  of  Life, 
that  a  Warrant,  even  then,  lay  in  the  Conftable^s 
Hands  to  apprehend  and  convey  him  to  the 
Houfe of  Corre6lion.  Herst  was  holding  the 
Plough,  a  Youth  belonging  to  him  drove  it,  and 
his  Maid  led  a  Harrow  in  the  fame  Field,  when 
Norcrosse,  and  the  other  two  came  up  with 
the  Warrant  ;  and  Wilkinson  ftruck  at 
Richard  with  a  Staff.  The  Maid  in  a  Fright 
ran  haftily  to  the  Houfe,  and  alarmed  all  with 
the  News  fhe  brought,  that  they  were  about  to 
kill  her  Mafter :  Both  fhe  and  her  Miffrefs,  a 
Servant  Man,  and  one  Bullen,  who  was  acci¬ 
dentally  there,  came  to  Herst’s  Afiiftance. 
Wilkinson  and  Dewhurst,  perceiving 
this  Company,  made  up  to  them :  Wilkin¬ 
son  knocked  the  Servant  down,  and  Bullen 
that  came  with  him.  In  this  Confufion,  the  Maid 

gave 
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gave  Dewhurst  a  Blow  on  the  Head ;  who  on 
this  Occafion,  and  to  join  Wi  l  k  i  n  s  o  n  again, 
made  fuch  Hafte  over  the  ploughed  Field,  that 
he  fell  and  broke  his  Leg :  By  this  Accident 
growing  worfe  and  worfe,  whether  for  want  of 
a  skilful  Surgeon,  or  by  a  Gangrene,  after  thir¬ 
teen  Days  he  died  but  before  his  Death  the  Hurt 
of  his  Head  was  perfectly  cured.  The  poor 
Wretch  at  his  Death  declared  his  Concern  for 
having  aded  in  this  Affair  *,  and  that  his  Death 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  Fall,  by  which  he 
broke  his  Leg.  This  was  depofed  upon  Oath 
;  by  two  Witneffes  before  the  Coroner.  More- 
i  over  it  is  true,  aud  certainly  known  (nor  was  there 
I  ever  any  Thing  offered  to  prove  the  contrary) 
that,  when  the  Maid  fbruck  Dewhurst  on  the 
Head,  Herst  was  four  or  five  Rods,  that  is, 

[  about  thirty  Yards  off :  Befides  it  was  as  evident, 

I  that  he  neither  had  direded,  or  encouraged  any 
^  fuch  Idling. 

Dewhurst  crying  out,  that  his  Leg  was 
i  broken,  and  that  he  was  otherwife  hurt,  the  reft 
\  drew  near  him,  while  in  the  Buftle,  the  Maid  ran 
jone  way,  andFlERST  another,  for  fear  of  the 
\  worft.  What  was  providently  done  of  her,  was 
jnot  altogether  fo  difcreet  inHs  rst,  who,  had  he 
t  ftaid,  could  not  under  any  Colour  have  been  que- 
tftioned  for  this  Fad.  The  Maid  was  not  heard 
iof  along  Time  after*,  and  Bull  en,  who  hap- 
♦.pened  to  be  there,  rather  affifting  and  aiding  to  the 
Maid,  than  to  Dewhurst,  was  not  at  all 
queftioned,  but  continued  unmolefted,  and  ferved 
as  Oftler  in  Preston,  though  upon  the  Co- 
R  oner’s  Inqueft,  he  was  found  accejfary,  as 
the  Maid  had  been  principal  to  the  Murther. 
Thefe  Particulars  are  very  properly  infifted  on 
here,  to  Ihew  hereafter,  that  before.  God,  w;hom 
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tlie  weak  Artifices  of  Men  cannot  deceive,  Ca- 
tholick  Religion  was  the  foie  and  true  Caufe  of 
Rich'ARD  Herst’s  memorable  Death. 

Her  ST,  as  I  was  faying,  made  his  Efcape 
and  abfconded.  Though  he  was  certainly  clear 
of  the-  FacT,  yet  when  he  confidered,  that  his 
Flight  made  the  Coroner’s  Inqueft  find  him  dc^ 
cejjary  and  that  he  was  befides  obnoxious  to  the 
Law,  on  account  of  his  Religion,  he  began  to 
negotiate  his  Pardon  by  the  beft  Friends  he  could 
procure,  whom  he  waited  upon  in  Perfon,  but  in 
the  mofi:  private  Manner  poflible.  The  Inno- 
cency  of  this  poor  Man  appearing  to  the  King’s 
moft  excellent  Majefty,  from  the  Depofitions  taken 
at  the  Coroner’s  Inqueft  (which  were  certified  to 
the  King’s  Counfel,  to  whom  they  had  been  re¬ 
ferred)  his  Royal  Heart,  ever  averfe  to  fanguina- 
ry  Proceedings,  was  moved  to  fhew  him  Mercy  j 
and  Hers t’s  Pardon  paffed  his  Fland  Signet, 
and  Privy-Seal.  When  it  fhould  have  paffed  the 
Great-Seal,  the  Lord  Keeper  oppofed  fome 
large  Expreffions  in  the  Pardon,  which  feemed 
to  import  a  Pardon,  though  it  fhould*  be  found 
wilful' Murther.  He  r  s  t’s  Friends  had  procured 
as  ample  a  Pardon,  as  could  be  obtained,  to  op- 
pofe  his  Enemies  and  evade  their  Malice,  which 
was  raifed  to  that  Degree,  that  it  was  apprehend¬ 
ed  the  Inqueft  on  Life  and  Death  would  find  it 
Murther  *,  though  the  Cafe  allowed  not  fo  much 
as  a  Sufpicion  of  Mariftaughter.  Thefe  large 
Expreffions  moved  the  Lord  Keeper  to  fufpend 
the  Pardon,  till  the  Judge’s  Return  from  the; 
Summer  Affizes,  by  whom  he  hoped  to  be  in¬ 
formed,  how  the  Cafe  flood  in  the  Country. 

^  From  his  Return  may  properly  be  dated  the : 
open  Beginning  of  the  Judge’s  iniquitous  Pro-  • 
ceeding  againft  Herst,  which  never  ended  I 
.  .  but;: 
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but  with  his  Life.  He  came  up  and  waited  on 
:  the  Lord  Keeper,  where  he  informed  him, 
that  no  publick  Account  had  been  given  of 
I  Dewhurst’s  Death,  but  he  was  privn,tely  in¬ 
formed,  that  Her  ST  was  foully  guilty  of  the 
'  Murther,  and  not  to  be  heard  of.  Upon  this 
I  Information,  the  Lord  Keeper  refolvecj  to 
attend  his  Majefty,  and  fitisfy  him  about  the 
Reafons  for  the  Delay  of  the  Pardon,  till, the 
’  Truth  was  better  known.  The  King  was  very 
defirous  to  be  fully  apprifed  of  this  Matter,  and 
acquainted  the  Lord  Keeper  ,  that  proper  Di- 
I  ligence  fhould  be  ufed  to  procure  Richard 
I  Herst  to  furrender,  and  fubmit  to  a  Prial : 

'  That  out  of  Regard  to  his  Submilfion,  and  her 
;  Majefty’s  Intercelhon ,  who  had  been  gracioully 
pleafed  to  move  his  Majefty  for  the  poor  Man’s 
Life,  he  fhould  not  die,  though  he  proved 
I  guilty  j  but  be  firft  reprieved,  and  then  pardoned, 
i  This  was  fignified  by  the  Lord  Keeper  to  the 
Perfon  who  follicited  He  rst’s  Pardon;  and  he 
!  immediately  acquainted  Herst,  fending  him  at 
■  the  fame  Time  the  Lord  Ke  e  p e  r’s  Letter  to 
'  the  Juftices  of  Aftize  for  his  Reprieve,  if  want¬ 
ed,  with  a  Declaration  of  the  King’s  exprefs  Plea- 
I  Hire  to  that  Effea.  Hereupon  Herst  lurren- 
‘  dered,  and  appeared  before  two  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  who  bailed  him  till  the  Lent  Afiizes,  at 
'  which  he  prefented  himfelf  upon  his  Trial. 

The  whole  Evidence,  after  his  Indiament,  wa$ 

'  only  what  formerly  had  been  fent  to  the  King’s 
Counfel  learned,  and  what  his  Pardon  was  ground- 
^  ed  on*,  except  a  new  Depofition  of  one  Roger 
Kennion,  who  depofed,  that  Norcrosse, 
the  Purfuivant  above  mentioned,  came  to  him, 

’  the  Deponent,  then  Underflieriff  and  Clerk  to 

Sir  Ralph  Asht 
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Warrant  for  apprehending  one  Herst,  affirm¬ 
ing,  that  he  had  murthered  Dew  hurst  by 
breaking  his  Arms,  his  Thighs,  and  Shoulders, 
and  giving  him  many  Wounds  in  his  Head,  af¬ 
ter  a  moft  barbarous  Manner.  This  was  falfe  : 
Norc  ROSSE,  who  was  prefent ,  denied  his 
coming  for  a  Warrant,  and  would,  upon  Oath, 
have  dilproved  it.  But  the  Judge,  very  fenfible 
that  this  would  be  too  great  an  Obftacle  to  the 
Murther  he  meditated,  would  not  permit  Nor- 
CROSSE  to  difprove  K  e  n  n  i  o  n  Perjury  by  his 
Oath. 

However  affedled  the  Judge  was,  the  Jury 
would  not  be  induced  by  this  Evidence  to  find 
him  guilty,  or  his  Wife  indided  for  the  fame 
Fad,  as  being,  by  the  Coroner’s  Inquefi:,  found 
Acceffary  upon  her  being  drawn  out  into  the  Field 
with  the  Noife  and  Outcry  of  People.  But  the 
Judge,  feeing  the  Jury  inclined  to  acquit  the  Pri- 
Ibners,  yielded  to  the  clearing  of  his  Wife,  but 
infilled  vehemently  to  have  it  found  Wilful  Mur¬ 
ther  in  the  Husband  ;  and  aggravated  the  Crime, 
urging  particularly  the  Circumftance  of  his  Per- 
fon,  as  being  a  Popish  Recusant.  Nothing 
but  inhuman  Rage  could  didate  fuch  an  Argu¬ 
ment,  and  infer  this,  or  any  other  Murther  from 
Recusancy.  Yet  it  had  fome  Effed  upon 
the  Jury,  who  were  more  intimidated  by  the 
Judge’s  Power,  than  moved  by  the  perjured  Evi¬ 
dence.  They  were  neverthelefs  very  uneafy,  and 
the  Court  rifing  before  the  Verdid  was  brought 
in,  three  of  them.  Mailer  JohnAlcot  the 
Foreman,  Richard  Tasker,  and  another 
waited  upon  the  Judge  at  his  Lodgings,  to  take 
his  Advice  upon  the  Difficulty  they  found  of 
bringing  him  in  Guilty,  who  was  at  fuch  a  Di- 
ItancCi  when  Dewhurst  was  murthered,  and 

had 
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had  no  Hand  at  all  in  the  Fa6l.  Now  for  Equi¬ 
ty  and  Juft  ice.  The  Judge  made  Anfwer,  that 
they  muft  find  it  Murther  f  o  R  Ex  a  m  p  l  e’3  Sa  k  i ; 
that  Herst  Jhould  not  die that  the  King  bad 
pardoned  him^  and  given  him  his  Life,  With 
this  ftrange  Advice  they  returned  to  their  Com¬ 
panions,  and  prevailed  to  have  it  found  Mur¬ 
ther  •,  whereupon  he  was  brought  in  GuUty, 

The  Judge  pleafed  with  the  Succefs  of  his  Ma¬ 
lice,  returns  to  London viftts  the  Lord  Keeper, 
acquaints  him  with  the  Murther,  or  rather  a  bar¬ 
barous  Fi(ftion  to  deftroy  an  innocent  Perlbn. 
Here  he  pofitively  afterted  all  that  Ken n ion 
had  falfely  fworn  about  Norcrosse,  though 
Norcrosse  denied  it,  and  offered  to  deny  it 
upon  Oath.  The  Lord  Keeper  ^eftrcd  the 
Judge  to  draw  up  a  Certificate  of  tlie  whole  M<it- 
ter,'figned  by  his  Hand,  for  his  Majefty’s  Infor¬ 
mation.  This  was  done  •,  and  from  diat  Time  all 
Hopes  of  Pardon  or  Reprieves  graduiilly  tailed ; 
though*  the  Pardon  was  follicited  by  Pei  Ions  of 
oTeat° Confideration,  who  ftill  favoured  a  juft  Caufe. 
But  after  many  Delays,  all  Accefs  to  Mercy  was* 
ftopt :  even  Truth  itlelf  could  not  approach  the 
'  Throne  circumvented  by  a  treacherous  Certificate, 
and  the  bale  Falfhood  of  this  Judge,  who  had 
the  Infolence  to  put  a  fhameful  Impofture  on 
Majefty.  Mean-while  the  Summer  Affizes  drew 
near.  Cruelty  and  Deceit  had  fixed  his  Death 
now  unavoidable  by  fuch  M.ilice  and  Fraud. 

Hence,  upon  the  Judge’s  Return  to  Lan¬ 
caster,  Herst  was  brought  to  the  Bar  to 
receive  Sentence,  and  being  asked  as  ufuil,  what  he’ 
could  fay,  that  Sentence  of  Death  ftiould  not  pals' 
ao-ainft  him  according'to  I>aw?  Much  could  have 
been  laid,  if  Cruelty  and  Hatred  of  his  Religion 
had  not  made  the  Judge  an  utter  Stranger,  not 
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fo  much  to  Mercy,  which  was  not  the  Cafe,  but 
to  common  Juftice.  Herst  anfwered,  That  he 
expedled  nothing  but  Death,  but  humbly  prayed, 
that  to  fatisfy  the  World,  and  his  Friends,  who 
had  in  vain  follicited  his  Pardon,  he  might  be 
fuffered  to  Ipeak  without  Offence.  The  Judge 
agreed  to  the  Motion,  and  the  Prifoner  fpoke  in 
the  following  Manner. 

It  is  a  great  Affli6i:ion  to  me,  that,  although 
by  Means  of  Friends,  I  had  the  Happinefs  to 
‘‘  procure  the  Intereft  of  Perfons  of  Diflin£lion, 
who  petitioned  his  Majefty  for  his  moft  graci- 
ous  Pardon  •,  and  had  their  Petition  granted 
upon  a  true  Reprefentation  of  the  Matter ;  yet 
neverthelefs ,  not  only  my  Pardon  was  ob- 
flru6led,  but  I  lay  under  the  Imputation  of 
abufing  their  Favour,  and  interefting  them  to 
countenance  a  bafe  Murther.  This  Difappoint- 
ment,  and  my  Misfortune  is  entirely  owing  to 
your  Lprdfhip’s  Certificate  to  my  Lord  Ke  e'p- 
E  R,  wherein  it  is  pretended,  that  I  broke  his 
Legs,  his  Thighs,  his  Arms,  and  his  Shoulders, 
that  your  Lordfhip  never  heard  the  like,  un- 
lefs  in  the  Cafe  of  fome  Malefadlor  broken 
upon  the  Wheel :  And  your  Lordfhip  adds, 
that  he  had  many  Wounds  on  his  Head.  Should 
I  plead  the  Falfity  of  thofe  Fadls  contained  in 
the  Certificate,  the  Bench  might  think  I  did 
“  it  to  fave  my  Life  ;  but  upon  the  Motives  for 
which  I  defired  to  be  heard  before  Sentence 
paffed,  I  willingly  refer  myfelf  to  a  plain  Ac- 
count  of  the  Fad,  and  humbly  beg  that  the 
Coroner,  now  upon  the  Bench,  and  who  faw 
his  Body,  may,  by  your  Lordlhip’s  Com- 
mand,  be  examined.”  The  Judge  was  fur- 
prifed,  and  the  Coroner  was  examined,  who  pub- 
Uckly  at  the  Bench  declared  the  Truth,  viz,  Tha^ 
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I  the  faid  Dewhurst  had  no  mortal  Wound, 
but  in  his  Leg,  which  was  broken  by  running 
over  plowed  Land  to  help  one  of  his  Compa- 
nions,  as  D  E  W  H  U  R  S  T  himfelf  had  *  confefled 
to  two  Perfons,  and  they  depofed  before  him 
the  Coroner:  that  befides,  he  had  no  Wound, 

‘‘  but  the  Skin  of  his  Head  broken,  which,  at 
the  Time  of  his  Death,  was  whole.” 

The  Judge’s  Confcience  fwallowed  all  this: 
he  anfwered,  that  he  had  m.ade  fuch  a  Certifi¬ 
cate,  but  not  contrary  to  Juftice,  becaufe  it  ap¬ 
peared  fo  before  him  lafl  Aflizes  upon  Oath. 
Here  is  according  to  the  Book  of  Proverbs  chap, 
XX.  ver.  10.  H^ei^ht  ciyid  IV J^/Lecij^ure  and 
M-eafure :  both  nre  aboruneible  before  God  :  and 
fuch  was  the  weak,  criminally  equivocal,  and 
barbarous  Kvafion  of  the  Judge,  to  palliate  the 
intended  Murther,  which  Herst  fhews  very 
evidently  in  the  following  Reply  :  That  Roger 
Kenn ion’s  Oath  was  falfe  *,  firft,  becaufe  he 
fwore  to  a  wrong  Man  coming  for  a  \Varrant  to 
apprehend  him,  and  affirming  the  Murther  to 
be  fo  barbarous :  For  had  any  Man  informed 
Kenn  ION  fo,  it  could  not  be  Norcrosse, 
who  offered  his  Oath  to  the  contrary,  and  affirm¬ 
ed,  he  was  never  at  Sir  Ralph  Ashton’s  to 
the  Effedf  as  was  fworn  by  K  e  n  n  1  o  n  .  Befidcs, 
whoever  gave  him  that  Information,  had  given  a 
falfe  Information  *,  it  was  not  given  upon  Oath, 
and  amounted  to  no  more  than  an  Hearfay.  Laft- 
ly,  the  Depofition  of  Dewhurst ’s  cruel  Mur¬ 
ther,  by  breaking  his  Legs,  Thighs,  Arms,  and 
Shoulders  was  evidently  falfe,  by  the  contrary 
Declaration  of  the  Coroner,  now  made  before  the 
Court.  And  therefore,  faid  the  Prifoner,  ad- 
‘‘  dreffing  himfelf  to  a  mercilcfs  Judge,  good  my 
Lord,  fince  the  Fad  is  not  fo  black  in  the 
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Eye  of  your  Lordfliip,  as  iit  appeared  before, 
be  pleafed  to  grant  me  a  Reprieve,  at  lead  out 
“  of  Compaffion  to  my  Children,  and  my  af- 
fli6led  Wife:  She  is  now  with  Child,  and 
within  feven  or  eight  Weeks  of  her  Term, 
“  and  will  by  my  Death,  in  all  Appearance,  be 
‘‘  reduced  to  a  deplorable  Condition,  and  become 
a  piteous  Spedtacle  to  the  World. 

The  Prayer  of  the  Prifoner  was  in  vain :  He  had 
indeed  the  Pleafure  of  difcharging  his  Duty  ;  he 
took  all  the  neceflary  Precautions  founded  on  the 
Obligations ,  which  arofe  from  his  Reputation 
and  Charadter,  following  the  Advice  of  the  Apo- 
file,  whereby  we  are  to  provide  good  Things, 
not  only  before  Go  d  ,  but  before  all  Men :  And 
enjoined  to  take  Care  of  our  good  Name.  As  a 
Chriflian,  it  was  his  Duty  to  wipe  off  this  fhame- 
ful  Afperfion  :  Let  not  any  of  you  fuffer  as  a  Mur-' 
therer^  or  a  "Thief  or  a  Slanderer^  &c.  fays  the 
Apoflie  St.  Peter  Epiff.  i.  chap.  iv.  ver.  15.  As 
a  married  Man  and  Father  of  a  Family,  he  was 
bound  to  preferve  himfelf  for  their  Sake,  to  be 
in  a  Readinefs,  whilfl  God  continued  his  Life, 
to  bring  them  up  in  the  Fear  of  God,  and  the 
Precepts  of  Virtue,  to  behave  as  a  tender  and 
affeclionate  Parent,  to  comfort  their  Mother,  and 
be  a  Help-mate  in  the  Difficulties  ever  found  in  a 
rnimerous  Family :  The  Circumfirance  of  her' 
Pregnancy  laid  a  further  Obligation  on  him  to 
fave  his  Life,  left  his  Death  fhould  be  a  Preju¬ 
dice  to  her  Fruit,  and  perhaps  caufe  the  Death 
of  the  Mother,  and  the  Child.  As  a  perfecuted 
Catholick,  for  the  Edification  of  his  Neighbour, 
he  was  not  to  fuffer  the  Imputation  of  any  Crime, 
to  make  it  appear,  that  his  Religion  was  the  on¬ 
ly  Caufe  of  thefe  inhuman  Proceedings.  Thefe 
neceflary  Precautions  were  the  true  Effedts  of 

Chriflian 
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Chriftian  Pnidcncc,  not  to  be  adferibed  to  Want 
of  Courage  and  Refolution ;  finee  the  remaining 
Part  of  his  Life  is  one  continued  Series  of  Mag-* 
nanimity  and  Heroifm. 

The  Judge  was  refolved  upon  Death:  Nor 
Juftice,  nor  Truth,  nor  any  other  Confideration 
was  to  prevail  againft  his  bloody  Intent.  He  ac¬ 
quainted  the  Prifbner,  that  his  Life  could  not  bs 
faved,  which  the  fevered  Reader  will  be  per-* 
plexed  to  determine,  how  it  could  be  taken  away : 
That  he  had  hitherto  been  preferred  by  the  King’s 
royal  Indulgence  •,  that  his  prefent  Orders  were  to 
fee  Judicedone;  that  he  mud  die  *,  and  then  pro¬ 
nounced  a  cruel,  and  unjud  Sentence.  Our  He-^ 
roe  met  his  Death  without  Concern  •,  and  brought 
up  in  the  School  of  a  Suffering  Mafter^  fubmited 
to  his  Fate,  as  permitted  by  the  Appointment 
of  Heaven,  with  a  ferene  Countenance,  and  a 
Heart  calmed  with  a  generous  Refignation  to 
God,  whole  holy  Will  ho  prayed  might  take 
place,  faying  affedtuoufly,  God’s  Will  be 
DONE.  He  only  defired  to  have  his  Body  bu¬ 
ried  by  his  Friends,  which  granted,  he  was  ta¬ 
ken  to  the  middle  Gaol  among  the  Felons. 

Such  Was  the  Behaviour  of  a  cruel  Man,  -  who 
pretended,  at  lad,  to  Ibme  fhew  of  Mercy,  the 
better  to  cloak  his  barbarous  Defign :  For  he  con- 
fented  that  his  Body  fhould  be  buried  by  his 
Friends,  and  a  little  before  had  permitted  him  to 
fpeak,  and  produce  incontedable  Proofs  of  his 
Innocency.  Providence  feems  to  have  permitted 
this  Overfight,  to  lay  the  Injudice  of  his  Pro¬ 
ceedings  palpable  and  confpkuous  to  the  World. 
If  he  Ihew’d  fome  apparent  Pity,  his  Compaflioh 
relembles  the  Crocodile’s  Tears,  who  is  faid  to 
weep  before  he  feizes  his  Prey.  He  ufed  every 
Art,  and  vile  Infinuations  to  the  Lord  Keeper; 
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he  impofed  a  falfe  Certificate  upon  his  Majefty, 
he  refufed  to  admit  Evidence  upon  Oath,  that 
would  have  invalidated  Roc  PR  Kennion’s 
perjured  Depofition  *,  he  diflembled  the  Report 
of  the  Coroner’s  Inqueft*,  he  pleaded  the  Pri- 
foner’s  Recufancy  as  a  Circumftance,  that  per- 
fuaded  his  Guilt ;  he  intimidated  the  Jury  left  he 
fhould  be  acquitted ;  when  Humanity  and  Juftice 
made  them  ftagger  about  the  barbarous  Verdid 
he  propofed  to  them,  he  recommended  to  find 
it  Murther  foran  Ex  ample;  he  carefled  the 
Foreman,  took  him  by  the  Hand,  afluring  the 
Jury,  that  the  Prifoner  fhould  not  die,  and  that 
the  King  had  already  granted  his  Pardon.  To 
what  End  all  this  Management,  Fraud,  Impofture, 
Threats,  Diffimulation,  unlefs  to  devour  the  In¬ 
nocent,  to  deftroy  him  as  a  Popish  Recu¬ 
sant,  the  only  Circumftance,  under  which  he 
was  obnoxious  to  the  Law. 

The  happy,  tho’ injured  Confeffor  of  Jesus 
Ch  r  I  s  t  ,  hence  forward  direfted  his  ’  Thoughts 
to  approaching  Eternity  *,  and  prepared  for  the 
aufpicious  Paftage,  wherein  Jie  was  to  follow  the 
Lamb,  and  wafh  his  Garment  in  his  Blood.  He 
was  taken  up  with  this  Profpecft,  when  after  an 
Hour  or  two.  Word  was  brought  him,  that  he 
muft  come  out  to  Mr./LEicH,  both  a  Clergy¬ 
man  and  Juftice,  whom  we  have  feen  above  act¬ 
ing  the  fame  Part  with  F.  Arrow  smith. 
All  the  Bufinefs  he  had  with  Richard  Herst 
was  to  fave  his  Life  by  the  Lofs  of  his  Soul :  He 
promifed,  that  he  fhould  be  fpared,  if  he  fub- 
mitted  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance. 
The  generous  Countryman  had  too  great  a  Va¬ 
lue  for  God ,  and  his  holy  Grace,  to  pawn  a  Trea- 
fure,  for  a  Trifle :  Life  was  odious  to  him  on 
thofe  fhameful  Terms ;  He  refufed  the  Oath,  and 

was 
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was  remanded  to  the  Felons.  The  fame  Attempt 
to  lliake  his  Conftancy  was  renew’d,  with  the 
fame  Offer,  from  three  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  at 
feveral  Times,  who  all  gave  him  Hopes  of  Life, 
if  he  fubmitted,  and,  as  his  Friends,  endeavoured 
to  prevail  with  the  Prifoner.  No  Promifes  had 
any  Effeft  on  a  Mind  fixed  on  a  better  Life  :  He 
detefted  any  Compliance  inconfiftent  with  Chn- 
tSn  Prindples.  He  had  ufed  all  Endeavours 
that  could  be  reconciled  with  Religion  •,  thole 
foiling,  he  refolved  upon  Death,  preferably  to  un¬ 
warrantable  Means  to  refcue  himfelf  from  this 
extreme  Injuftice. 

fifting  immoveable,  was  carried  back  to  his  loath- 
fome  Confinement  in  the  worft  Part  of  the  Pri- 
fon  where  he  continued  all  that  Night  of  ^ed- 
nefday,  and  half  the  next  Day,  without  any  Com¬ 
fort  from  Friends,  or  any  Company,  but  Felons, 
who  reverencing  his  tried  Virtue  behaved  with 
Refpeft  and  Humanity  to  their  Fellow-Prifoner. 
On  Thurfday  in  the  Afternoon  two  of  his  Friends 
found,  tho’  with  great  Difficulty,  means  to  vifit 
him  ■  They  fpent  the  whole  Time  in  Prayer,  and 
holvConverfation,  till  the  Prifoners,  according  to 
Cuftom,  were  to  be  led  to  Church  to  hear  a  Ser¬ 
mon.  The  Confeffor  of  Christ  vwas  called, 
and  commanded  to  accompany  the  Reft  ;  but  he 
affured  them,  that  he  would  fooner  part  with  a 
thoufond  Lives,  than  willingly  comply  with  fuch 

a  Demand.  '  ,  ■ 

When  the  Officers  reported  this  Anfwer  to  the 

Sheriff,  he  came  to  the  Iron  Door,  where  H  e  r  s  t 

(food,  and  threatened  to  have  him  dragged  to  . 

Church  at  aHorfe’s  Tail,  if  he  refufed  to  comply. 

■The  Prifoner  returned  this  mild  Anfwer :  Majter 

Sheriff,  you  fee  my  Arms  are  pinioned,  fo  shai  I 

cannot  do  my  Duty  to  you  (he  means  pulling  otMus 
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Hat)  hut  as  to  the  Thsng  in  quefiion^  it  will  he 
a  Comfort  to  me^  to  he  torn  Joint  from  Joint  in 
this  Qaufe^  for  to  your  Church  I  will  never  go^  if 
pojfihly  I  am  able  to  reftfl.  Hereupon  the  Sheriff 
commanded  his  Men  to  bring  him  on  ;  and,  in 
Cafe  of  Refufal,  to  drag  him  by  the  Legs.  They 
were  ready  enough  to  execute  this  Commiffion, 
and  well  inclined  to  fuch  an  Office  *,  and  the  Pri- 
foner  refilling  with  all  his  Power,  they  threw 
him  on  his  Back,  and  barbarouily  trailed  him 
from  the  Prifon  to  the  Church,  fome  two  hun¬ 
dred  Yards  dillant,  on  fuch  a  rugged  llony  Way, 
that  his  Clothes,  and  even  his  Shirt,  was  torn, 
and  the  Hair  fretted  off  his  Head  by  this  unchri- 
llian  Ufage.  Thus  he  was  brought  into  the 
Church,  where  they  took  care  to  place  him  near 
the  Pulpit.  Here  the  generous  Soldier  of  Ch  r  i  s  t 
threw  himfelf  clofe  to  the  Ground,  and  with  his 
Fingers  ftopt  his  Ears,  not  to  hear  any  of  their 
Dodlrine;  though  the  Officers,  from  time  to 
time,  forced  them  out.  The  Sermon  ended, 
he  returned  with  .fuch  Eafe  and  Chearfulnefs , 
that  thofe,  who  had  inhumanly  dragged  him,  re¬ 
proached  him :  If  you  had  gone  to  Churchy  they 
faid,  as  freely  as  you  came  from  thence^  you  might 
have  faved  us  a  great  deal  of  Labour^  and  your 
felf  a  great  deal  of  Hurt,  My  Hurt,  he  readily 
replied,  will  he  foon  made  whole ;  and  as  to  your 
Labour  you  fhall  not  he  altogether  unrewarded  •,  and 
gave  one  of  them  fix  Pence.  To  fome  Catho- 
licks  of  his  Acquaintance,  he  addreffed  himfelf 
with  a  loud  Voice,  and  Air  of  Triumph :  They 
have,  faid  he,  tortured  my  Body,  hut,  I  thank 
Qod,  they  have  not  hurt  my  Soul  giving  at  once 
the  brighteft  Example  of  Chriftian  Courage  and 
invincible  Patience. 

;When 
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When  he  was  again  convey’d  to  Prifon,  two 
Friends,  by  fome  Means,  were  admitted,  and 
Ipdftt  five  or  fix  Hours  with  him  in  Prayer,  fpi- 
I  ritual  Diicourfe,  and  devout  Ledures,  till  near 
Midnight,  when  they  took  leave  of  him  till 
Morning.  They  then  returned,  and  continued 
with  him  till  one  of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon, 
when  the  Sheriff  was  to  take  the  condemned  Pri- 
foners  to  Execution.  The  holy  Man  was  ready, 
and  waited  with  Impatience  the  blifsful  Moment, 
wherein  he  defired  to  be  difiblved,  and  to  be  with 
Christ  :  The  Hours  feemed  tedious,  and  a 
Heart  inflamed  with  the  Love  of  Go  d  brooked 
no  Delays.  The  World  and  temporal  Concerns 
were  banifhed  from  a  Heart  fixt  on  Iblid  and  per¬ 
manent  Subftance.  His  Body  was  but  a  Clog, 
that  hindered  the  immediate  Polfefllon,  he  fighed 
after,  ,of  his  Creator.  He  grudged  the  Moments 
that  his  Refolution  was  deferred,  and  often  faid 
to  his  Friends  ;  They  fiay  long  *,  when  do  you  think 
they  will  come  ? 

The  Sheriff  came  at  lafl:,  and  reading  his  War¬ 
rant  for  the  Execution,  mentioned  among  thofe, 
that  were  to  die,  Edmund  Rigbie,  that  was 
F.  Ar RowsM i.T H  of  the  Society  of  Jesus, 
who  had  fuffered  the  Day  before.  He  rst,  up¬ 
on  his  being  named,  laid:  Ton  have  already  font 
him  to  Heaven  and^  I  hape^  I  JJjall  not  be  long 
after  him  \  for  I  trufi  much  in  his  Prayers.  While 
he  looked  up  towards  the  Top  of  the  Caflle,  where 
the  P  R I  E  s  T  *s  Head  was  fixed,  he  was  asked  by  the 
Officer,  and  others,  what  he  looked  at :  I  look^  he 
anfwered,  at  the  Plead  of  that  Bleffed  Martyr.,  whom 
you  have  fent  before^  to  prepare  the  JVay  for  us^ 
meaning  himfelf,  and  the  fortunate  Horfe-fiealer, 
the  Fruit  of  F.  Arrowsmith’s  Zeal,  who  had 

converted  him  to  the  Catholick  Faith  in 

his 
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his  Confinement,  as  we  have  feen  above.  As 
they  proceeded  to  the  Place  of  Execution,  he  di- 
ftribiited,  in  Proportion  to  his  Abilities,  Chari¬ 
ties  to  the  Poor  on  the  Road,  as  he  had  done 
before  to  neceffitous  Prifoners  in  the  Caftle.  He 
was  met  by  the  Vicar  of  the  Town  in  the  Street, 
who  queftioned  him  concerning  his  Faith  and  ' 
Belief,  and  was  anfwered  by  the  Prifoner,  that 
he  believed  according  to  the  Faith  of  the  Holy 
Catholick  Church.  The  Vicar  asked  fur¬ 
ther  *,  how  he  thought  to  be  faved :  Not  by  your 
Religion j  Mafter  King,  faid  Herst  with  a 
chearful  Countenance,  which  indeed  was  always 
remarkably  fuch.  A  third  Queftion  was  put  to 
him  by  the  Vicar ;  whether  he  meant  to  be  faved 
through  the  Merits  of  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  j  to  which  he  returned  this  fharp  and 
Ihort  Repartee :  Will  you  he  accounted  a  Divine^ 
and  ask  that  Queftion  ?  Here  the  Vicar  left  him, 
and  gave  him  no  farther  Trouble. 

The  Prifoner,  moving  on  towards  the  Place  of 
Execution,  kept  his  Eyes  fixed  on  a  devout  Pic¬ 
ture  of  his  crucified  Saviour,  which  he  held 
in  his  Hand ;  and  broke  out  into  fervent  Afpira- 
tions,  and  fhort  ejaculatory  Prayers,  which  fpoke 
his  Zeal  for  his  Religion,  and  his  Conftancy  in 
this  lall  A61: :  He  came  at  length  within  Sight 
of  the  Place :  Armed  with  Courage  and  Intre¬ 
pidity,  from  the  Contemplation  of  a  Suffering 
Saviour,  he  never  fhrunk,  but  undauntedly 
faid ,  Gallows  !  thou  doji  not  affright  me  j  and 
coming  up  he  chearfully  kifled  the  Poft.  Some 
few  Proteftant  Clergymen  importuned  him  again, 
to  no  Purpofe  :  He  was  not  to  be  moved,  whom 
God  fupported.  His  Sentiments,  no  doubt,  were 
the  fame,  that  were  infpired  to  the  Royal  Pfalmift, 
PfalmxKvu  Our  Lord  is  my  Illumination^  and  my 

Salvation  \ 


[  49  ] 

Salvation  ;  whom  Jhall  I  fear  ?  Our  Lord  is  the 
Proteaor  of  my  Life  ;  of  whom  Jhall  /  be  afraid  ? 

While  the  harmful  approach  me  to  eat  my  Flejh. _ 

If  Camps  Jland  againji  me,  my  Heart  Jhall  not  fear. 
If  battle  rife  agairjl  me,  in  'this  will  I  hope.  One 
Thing  I  have  asked  of  our  Lord:  This  will  I 
1  feek,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  Houfe  of  our  Ij>rd, 

;  all  the  Days  of  my  Life  :  That  I  may  fee  the  De- 
\  light  of  the  Lord,  and  vifit  his  Temple.  This  was 
I  the  holy  Confidence  railed  in  the  Prophetick 
King,  and,  in  this  Day  ol  Diftrefi,  in  the 
I  Heart  of  our  Champion.  The  Defire  he  had 
I  ever  to  dwell  in  the  Houfe  of  Go  d  his  Ca  t  ho- 
I  LiCKCHURCH;tobe  fixed  in  his  Houlhold  ; 

I  the  Profpeft  of  eternal  Rewards,  to  which  we 
!  have  only  Accefs  by  true  Faith-,  the  Grace  of 
I  God,  who  upheld  his  Servant,  made  him  in- 
I  acceffible  to  the  vain  Efforts  of  deceitful  Men. 

He  that  could  not  be  moved  was  therefore  to 
;  die ;  his  Conftancy  to  his  Religion  was  his  Crime. 

I  All  A.ttempts,  to  pervert  him,  failing,  the  Sheriff 
I  acquainted  him,  that  he  was  the  firfl:  to  be  exe- 
I  cuted ;  to  which  the  generous  Martyr  fubmitted 
I  with  joyful  Refignation.  He  recommended  him - 
I  felf  earneftly  to  A l m  i  g h  t  y  God,  into  whofe 
I  Hands  he  freely  committed  himfelf;  He  inte- 
i  refted  in  this  critical  Hour  the  ever  Spotlefs  and 
'  Bleffed  Virgin  Maryj  the  holy  Apost  l  es  ; 

I  his  An  gel  Guardian  ;  the  whole  Court  of 
;  Heaven;  and  particularly  St.  John  the  Bap- 
1  TiST,  whole  Decollation  the  Church  celebrates 
that  Day,  that,  by  his  Intercelfion,  he  might  ob- 
>  tain  the  Grace  of  falling  a  Viftim  for  the  C a  t  h  o  - 
\  L I  c  K  Fa  I  t  h  ;  as  St.  John  fell  a  Sacrifice  for 
Julfice  Sake,  to  the  Refentment  of  an  inceftuous 
Woman,  whofe  adulterous  Marriage  he  had  re¬ 
proved.  This  great  Soul,  not  only  prepared, 
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and  animated  himfelf,  but  comforted  his  weeping 
Friends  *,  unconcerned  with  his  approaching  End : 
And  perceiving  the  Executioner  not  very  ready  at 
his  Work  in  tying  the  Rope,  the  magnanimous 
Heroe  called  him  merrily  by  his  Name:  Tom, 
faid  he,  /  think  1 7nuji  come  and  help  thee^  fliew- 
ing  the  Cofnpofure  of  his  Pafiions,  the  Quiet  of 
his  Soul,  a  perfect  Maflery  of  himfelf*,  a  Pre- 
fence  of  Mind  defervedly  admired  by  all  the 
Witneffes  to  his  Conftancy  and  Refolution. 

Thus  prepared  he  mounted  the  Ladder :  In 
Token  of  his  Forgivenefs  to  the  immediate 
Caufe  of  his  Death,  he  gave  the  Executioner  fome 
Money  :  He  ufed  feveral  pious,  fhort,  and  affedtu- 
ous  Prayers,  and  repeating  to  his  laft  Breath  the 
ever  Bleffed  Names  of  Jesus  and  Mary,  he 
was  turned  off  the  Ladder  to  an  eternal  Crown, 
having  paffed  through  the  rugged  Paths  of  a  fe- 
vere  Conflidl,  after  his  fuffering  Master,  to 
reign  with  him.  This  laft  Scene  of'  his  Life  was 
fo  full  of  Piety,  Virtue,  Devotion,  and  carried 
fuch  vifible  Marks  of  God’s  powerful  Grace,  that 
it  greatly  edified  the  Catholicks,  amazed  the  moft 
indifferent  Perfons,  and  drew  Compaffion  even 
from  thofe  of  his  Enemies,  who  affifted  at  this 
Tragedy.  Happy  Man,  who,  in  that  lowly 
Station  of  Life,  was  not  unequal  to  the  Noble, 
the  Great,  the  Learned  who  had  fuffered  in  the 
fame  Caufe,  and  fell  illuftrious  Victims !  He  ri¬ 
valed  thofe  Chriftian  Heroes,  and  matched  their 
Conftancy.  He  was  fenfible  of  his  Weaknefs: 
All  who  would  avoid  a  Precipice,  muft  aim  at  the 
the  fame  Convi6lion  of  their  Nothingnefs.  His 
Strength  was  in  God  :  He  was  able  to  encounter 
all  Difficulties  in  him,  who  comforted  him,  and 
ftiewed  the  Efficacy  of  his  Almighty  Power  in 
Infirmity.  Attentive  to  the  Oracle  of  St.  Faults. 

firft 
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!  firft  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians^  chap.  i.  26. 
1  who  preached  Christ  crucified^  a  Scandal  to 
^  the  Jews,  and  Folly  to  the  Gentiles  ;  hut  to  thofe 
1  *who  were  called^  the  Power  and  IFifdom  of  God  : 

:  He  confidered  the  Vocation  of  the  firft  Chrifiians^ 

1  that  not  many  were  wife  according  to  the  Flcjhy 
1  not  many  mighty^  not  many  noble  \  but  that  God 
;  had  chofen  the  foolijh  Fhings  of  the  Worlds  to  con- 
I  found  the  wife  ;  and  the  weak  Things  of  the  Worlds 
I  to  confound  the  Things ^  that  are  mighty  :  Know- 
I  ing  moreover  with  the  fime  Apoftle’s  firft  Epiftle 
1  to  Timothy^  chap.  i.  12.  whom  he  had  believed; 

,  and  being  fure,  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that,  wmich 
I  he  had  depofited  with  him,  he  fuftered  and  was 
I  not  confounded ;  He  fuftered  and  drew  the  At- 
I  tention  of  the  whole  Court  of  Heaven,  charmed 
'  with  his  Refolution  and  Conftancy  to  the  laft  Mo- 
i  ment ;  and  with  his  lively  and  adive  Faith,  which 
I  taking  its  Rile  from  Heaven,  he  quickened  with 
!  good  Works,  and  returned  to  the  Author  perfected 
I  with  heroick  Charity. 

The  World  vainly  admires  in  Heroes  celebrated 
I  by  Antiquity,  their  great  Courage,  prudent  Con- 
I  dud.  Intrepidity  in  Dangers,  various  Nations 
!  conquered,  the  Rapidity  of  their  Conquefts  : 

1  While  the  Ads  of  Martyrs  are  negleded  ;  and 
1  Chriftian_Prudence,  Fortitude,  and  Patience,  by 
1  which  they  have  given  a  glorious  Teftimony  to 
i  God,  and  Religion,  are  unobferved.  Great  Ge- 
1  nerals  are  recommended  to  Pofterity  for  having 
I  overcome  diftant  Nations,  extended  their  Honou? 

1  and  the  Limits  of  their  Country,  overthrown  nu- 
I  merous  and  fuperior  Armdes.  In  thefe  Exploits, 

I  whatever  Phantom  Imagination  may  form,  Vido- 
’  ry  was  obtained  againft  what  was  naturally  vin¬ 
cible  ;  they  overcame  Difftculties,  not  Impoftibi- 
i  lities.  While  their  Valour  and  Prowcfs  amazes, 
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and  Monuments  are  raifed  in  Hiflory,  in  fome 
meafure  to  eternize  their  Name,  amidft  the  Cir- 
cumftances  that  attend  their  Glory,  the  Sound  ot 
‘Trumpets,  the  Ciafh  of  Arms,  and  loud  Cries 
inform  us,  that  thefe  Heroes  were  attended  *,  and 
that,  if  their  Condud  was  prudent  and  wife,  it  was 
not  lefs  gallantly  fupported  and  executed  by  their 
Soldiers.  Chances  of  War,  Life  and  Death  are 
prefented  to  our  View :  fortune,  to  fpeak  with 
the  World,  fteps  in,  determines  Events,  and  by 
unexpeded  Revolutions  here  bellows  Chains  and 
Slavery,  and  there  Crowns  and  Kingdoms.  When 
thefe  renowned  Heroes  are  llript  of  the  vain  Or¬ 
naments  bellowed  by  Flattery  and  Millake,  and 
their  Exploits  appear  in  their  own  Shape-,  Ra¬ 
pine,  Ufurpation,  Injullice  are  feen  to  give  Birth 
to  their  Projeds,  and  attend  them  till  they  are 
accomplidied  :  Their  Expeditions  exhibit  a  Scene 
of  Horror  and  Confufion  :  Defolated  Widows,  j 
Orphans  opprelTed,  great  Perfonages  reduced, 
Blood  fhed,  unpunilhed  Murthers,  lawlefs  Licen- 
tioufnefs,  Cruelty  and  Tyranny,  Nations  led  in¬ 
to  Captivity,  univerlal  Dillrefs  and  Calamity  dif- 
grace  the  Laurel,  tarnilh  Vidory,  and  defame 
Conquerors. 

I  mull  here  beg  Pardon  of  the  Chrillian 
Reader  for  this  Inllance  made  in  fuch  Trifles  as 
Kingdoms  conquer’d ,  and  Empires  overthrown, 
to  take  a  Step  to  the  Glory  of  Martyrs.  PolTibiy 
this  loofe  Sheet  may  come  into  the  Hands  of  a 
Perfon  alfeded  to  the  World  and  its  Vanity  :  In  ' 
that  Cafe  it  was  necelTary  to  mention  fome  va¬ 
lued  Parable,  to  point  from  thence,  though  at  aii 
vail  Dillance,  at  the  Honours  bellowed  on  Chri¬ 
llian  Cham.pions.  Heathen  Philofophy  has  long^ 
ago  difcovered  the  Emptinefs  of  thefe  pompousj" 
Nothings,  and  was  taught  by  the  Light  of  Na¬ 
ture 
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!  ture,  that  CompafTion,  Liberality,  Beneficence,' 

I  Relief  of  the  opprefTed,  a  generous  Pardon  of 
I  Injuries  when  Revenge  is  in  our  Power,  implied 
;  greater  Merit,  and  grounded  a  jufter  Title  to 
i  Praife.  Nature  had  furpafied  itlelf,  if,  out  of 
:  Self-denial,  and  no  Regard  to  Vain-glory,  it  had 
I  attained  to  this  Degree  of  Heroifm.  But  that, 

I  and  much  more  was  referved  to  the  Grace  of  the 
I  Redeemer,  under  which  Influence,  the  View 
:  of  Chriftian  Heroes  gives  an  ample  and  un- 
;  bounded  Profpefb,  enlarges  our  Minds,  and  railcs 
I  us  above  Nature,  and  our  weak  Selves.  For  the 
;  generous  Champions,  whofe  Memory  is  precious, 
i  are  not  only  Inftances  pf  CompalTion,  Benevo- 
I  lence.  Charity,  Moderation,  Forgivenefs  ^  but 
I  ftep  far  beyond  Heathen  Virtues,  which  under 
I  a  deceitful  Appearance,  are  often  a  Cloak  to  vain 
I  Pride,  and  a  Defire  of  Applaufe.  But  to  be 
I  fteadily  good,  inflexibly  juft,  to  forgive  crying 
I  Injuries,  to  bear  Perfecutions  and  Diftrefs,  to  re- 
I  nounce  Life  and  one’s  lelf  through  Honour  and 
I  Diflionour,  through  Infamy  and  good  Name,  to 
be  humble  in  the  Sight  of  God,  to  build  'on  a 
Profpecft  of  future  good  Things,  feen  through 
the  darkfome  Light  of  Faith,  to  believe  and  re- 
folutely  to  maintain  that  Belief  againft  violent  In- 
finuations  of  Senfe  and  carnal  Prudence,  to  facri- 
fice  all  Intereft,  to  dare  the  greateft  Dangers,  to 
j  challenge  Death  itfelf,  to  ftorm  Heaven  with 
I  extreme  Violence  to  Self-love,  is  to  overcome 
I  Nature,  and  become  by  divine  Grace  fuperior 
I  to  themfelves :  Whoever  behave  in  this  manner, 

1  lhall  I  judge  them  Men  ?  Shall  not  I  rather  di- 
i  red:  to  them  the  Words  of  the  Royal  Prophet, 

,  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  You  are  Gods  and  all  Sons  of  -  the 
I  high^  VeflTels  of  Glory,  happy  Refemblances 
I  of  the  divine  Original,  which,  through  a  lively 
,  E  3  »ncf 


[  54  ] 

and  a6live  Faith,  you  have  copied  in  your  Sufr 
ferings  by  a  God-like  Imitation  of  yourdyingSA- 
V I o u R .  In  this  Light  F.  Arrowsmith 
dragged  like  a  Traitor  on  a  Hurdle,  and 
R  icHARD  He^rst  barbaroufly  trailed  to 
Church,  both  unjuftly  executed,  appear  v/ith  far 
greater  Luftre,  than  the  celebrated  Conquerors 
in  the  vain  and  furile  Triumphs  of  Antiquity : 
The  gaudy  Pageantry  difappears,  their  Trophies 
and  Monuments  vanifh,  their  Grandeur  refolves 
into  Deceit  and  Impoflure,  while  Faith  teaches 
and  convinces  in  the  Petfon  of  thefe  illuftrious 
Soldiers  of  Ch  r  i s t ,  that  to  ferve  God,  to  per- 
fevere  in  his  Service,  in  fpite  of  Torments  and 
Death,  is  truly  great,  and  truly  Praife-worthy. 

Therefore  with  the  Saviour  of  the  World, 
St.  Matth,  xi.  25.  We  covfefs  to  thee  O  Father ^ 
Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earthy  hecaufe  thou  haft 
hidden  thefe  Things  from  the  Wife^  and  the  Pru¬ 
dent^  and  haft  revealed  them  to  the  Little  ones. 
From  the  Great,  and  the  Ambitious,  from  thofe, 
who  feem  wife  and  prudent  to  themfelves,  and 
fufficient  on  their  own  Bottom,  God  permits 
thefe  Truths  to  be  hidden,  which  they  oppofe 
by  the  perverfe  Maxims  of  a  corrupted  Heart. 
Though  in  the  Eye  of  the  World  it  may  not 
appear  ftrange,  that  F.  Arrowsmith  brought 
up  in  the  School  of  Virtue  at  Do  way,  em¬ 
bracing  afterwards  a  religious  Profeffion,  taught 
early  in  that  illuftrious  Seminary  the  Duties  of 
a  Chriilian  Warfare,  long  acquainted  with  the 
Obligations  arifing  from  the  Rules  of  Chriftianity, 
fupported  by  the  daily  Oblation  of  the  Ipotlels 
Lamb  in  the  unbloody  Sacrifice ,  infbrutling 
others,  and  confirming  himfelf,  though  I  fay,  it 
may  be  thought  no  Wonder,  that  a  Perfon  fo 
prepared  and  provided  fhould  generouHy  fuf- 
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fer  Martyrdom  refigned  to  an  ignomious  Death  : 
The  Reader  muft  indulge  me  to  believe,  that  if 
F.  Arrowsmith  was  judged  worthy  of  this 
happy  End  of  his  Labours,  he  was  judged  lb 
becaufe  he  refembled  Richard  Herst,  or 
rather  both  were  crowned  with  Glory,  becaufe, 
following  the  Advice  of  Go  d  ,  they  were  both 
humble,  refigned,  candid,  direded  by  holy  Sim¬ 
plicity  ,  a  virtuous  Contempt,  Hatred,  and  Di- 
ftruft  of  themfelves  *,  in  fhort,  becaufe,  by  the 
evangelical  Rule,  they  became  Little  ones  to  enter 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Thus  Divine  Grace 
influenced  both ,  prepared  and  formed  them 
Veflels  of  Honour,  and  difpofed  them  by  a  fe- 
vere  Conflid  to  Vidory.  Hence  we  thank  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  who  has  vouchfifed  to  mani- 
feft  himfelf  to  his  holy  Martyrs,  and  in  them 
to  us,  for  our  Edification  and  Inlfrudion.  Tea^ 
Father^  becaufe  fo  it  was  pleafing  in  thy  Sights 
St.  Matth.  xi.  25.  We  adore  the  King  ot  Mar¬ 
tyrs,  the  Eldefl:  of  many  Brethren  predeftinated 
to  his  Refemblance  by  being  Children  and  Little 
ones,  not  in  -Underllanding,  but  Children  in 
'  Malice,  and,  after  his  Example,  meek  and  hum¬ 
ble.  With  thefe  humble  Difpofltions  they  were 
proper  Subjeds  of  Grace,  approved  themfelves 
faithful  to  him,  that  refills  the  Proud,  and  gives 
Grace  to  the  Humble :  With  the  fame  Diipofi- 
tions  (which  every  State  may,  through  God’s 
Mercy,  and  ought  to  attain )  let  us  be  moved  to 
Virtue,  follow  their  Examples,  and  emulate  their 
Vidories. 

The  Glory  of  Martyrs  has  ever  been  envied 
by  their  Enemies.  Malice  in  the  Jew,  Infidel, 
and  Sedary  has  attempted  to  ftrip  them  of  that 
Honour  *,  they  have  been  reprefented,  as  Male- 
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fa<5lors,  Traitors,  and  Tranfgreffors  of  eftablirned 
Laws.  Thus  the  King  of  Martyrs  is  drawn  in, 
St.  Luke  xxiii.  2.  JVe  have  found  this  Man  per¬ 
verting  our  Nation^  and  forbidding  to  give  T nhuie 
to  Caefar.  //*,  fays  our  Saviou  r,  St.  Matlh,  x. 
L'hey  have  called  the  Mafier  of  the  Family  Beelzebub  \ 
how  much  more  thofe^  who  are  his  Domejlicks  ? 
The  Apoftles,  after  his  Death  and  Refurred  ion, 
foon  found  the  Truth  of  their  Mailers  Words. 
The  Increafe  of  the  Church,  through  many 
Miracles  and  Prodigies  wrought  by  the  Apoftles, 
railed  the  Fury  of  the  High-Prieft,  and  all  with 
him  ;  violent  Hands  were  laid  on  the  Apoftles, 
they  were  committed  to  Prifon.  But  an  Angel  of 
our  Lord  ( Adis  v. )  by  Night  opening  the  Gates  of 
the  Prifon^  and  leading  them  forth  faid  :  Go,  and 
funding  fpeak  in  the  Temple  to  the  People  all  the 
Words  of  this  Life,  They  complied,  and  were 
feized  again,  and  brought  before  the  Council. 
The  High-Prieft  charging  them  widi  Difobe- 
dience,  Commanding,  fays  he,  we  com?nanded  you, 
that  you  Jhould  not  teach  in  this  Name  •,  and  be¬ 
hold  you  have  filled  Jerufalem  with  your  Doctrine, 
St.  Pe  T  E  R  was  certainly  a  Tranlgrefibr  of  thefe 
Orders;  but  his  Commiffion  from  God,  tho* 
inconfiftent  with  the  Laws  of  Men,  made  him 
not  afraid  to  aniwer,  that,  God  is  to  be  obey'd 
rather  than  Men.  At  laft,  calling  in  the  Apoftles, 
after  they  had  fcourged  them,  they  charged  them, 
that  they  fhould  not  fpeak  in  the  Name  Jesus, 
and  difmijfed  them.  And  they  went  from  the  Sight 
of  the  Council  rejoicing,  becaufe  they  were  ac¬ 
counted  worthy  to  fuffer  Reproach  for  the  Name  of 
Jesus.  And  every  Day  they  ceafed  not  in  the 
Temple,  and  from  Houfe  to  Hoiife,  to  teach  and 
evangelize  Christ  Jesus.  Muft.  we  look  upon 
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the  Apoftles  asTranfgrefTors  of  eflablilhed  Laws; 
or,  as  Sufferers  for  Religion  ?  Ne  r  o  fet  R  o  m  e  on 
Fire  :  The  Church  on  the  twenty  fourth  of  Jme^ 
commemorates  in  the  Martyrologe  many  holy 
Martyrs^  who  under  Nero  the  Emperor  being 
faljly  accufed  for  burning  the  City^  were  ordered  by 
him  to  be  moft  cruelly  put  to  divers  kinds  of  Death  : 
Some  of  whom^  covered  with  Skins  cf  wild  Beafis^ 
were  expofed  to  be  devoured  by  Dogs  fame  were 
crucified  ;  and  fome  burnt ^  that  v^en  Night  came 
on^  they  might  ftrve  as  Lights  to  the  City.  All 
thefe  were  Difciples  of  the  Apqfiles^  and  the  firft 
Fruits  of  the  Martyrs^  whom  the  Roman  Church 
afterwards  very  fruitful  in  that  kind  fent  to  our 
Lo  R  D  before  the  Death  of  the  Apoftles.  Were 
they  Incendiaries  or  Martyrs  ?  Idoiatiy  was  by 
Law  eftablifhed  in  Heathen  Rome.  Julian 
the  Apoftate  revived  it:  Constantius  Au¬ 
gustus,  before  him,  had  fupported  Arianifm 
with  his  Power  and  Authority  ;  V  a  l  e  n  s  abetted 
the  fame  Error.  St.  Hilary,  and  Sc.  Gre¬ 
gory  Nazianzen  inform  us,  tliat  the  three 
Emperors  laft  mentioned  put  feveral  to  Death, 
under  various  Pretexts,  that  whilft  they  fuffered 
for  Religion,  the  Crimes  imputed  to  them  Ihould 
deprive  them  of  their  Glory.  Are  the  Millions, 
who  have  fuffered  in  this  Caufe,  to  be  reputed 
Rebels,  or  Martyrs  ?  Has  the  Church  that 
honours  their  Combats  and  Vidlories  been  hitherto 
miftaken  ?  No,  their  Allegiance  and  Loyalty 
cannot  be  queftioned  *,  they  obeyed  tho’  oppref* 
fed,  tho*  by  their  Numbers  able  to  make  Head 
againft  their  Oppreffors  ;  they  obferved  the  Laws 
which  truly  belonged  to  well  regulated  Common¬ 
wealths,  and  only  differed  in  thofe,  which  were 
contrary  to  the  Honour  and  Worfhip  due  to 
God.  The  Monuments  of  Ecclefiaftical  liifbory, 
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the  Writings  of  the  holy  Fathers  are  full  of  In- 
ftances  of  their  Fidelity,  and  cogent  Arguments 
to  behave,  with  the  fincereft  Relped  and  Duty 
to  fuperior  Powers.  Let  St.  Augustin  upon 
the  124th  Pfalm  exprefs  their  general  Senfe: 
^he  Emperor  hi  fays  he,  was  an  Infidel^ 
was  he  not  an  Apoftate^  a  wicked  Idolater  ? 
Chrifiian  Soldiers  ferved  an  Infidel  Emperor ; 
when  the  Caufe  of  Ch  r  i  s  t  was  concerned^  they 
enly  acknowledged  him^  who  was  in  Heaven.  When 
he  required  them  to  worjhip  and  offer  Incenfe  to 
Idols.,  they  preferred  Go  d  to  him.  But  when  his 
Orders  were  *,  draw  up  in  Battle  Array  *,  go  againft 
this  or  that  Nation  ;  they  diftinguifhed  the  Eternal 
Lord  from  the  temporal.,  and  for  the  EternaVs 
Sake  were  fubjeli  to  the  L mporal  Lord. 

Hence  F.  Arrowsmith,  and  Richard 
He  r  s  t  ;  the  firft  put  to  Death  as  a  Pr  i  est, 
ajEsuiT,  aSEDucER,  a  Title  before  given 
to  the  Saviour  of  the  World  *,  the  other  as  a 
Murtherer  without  any  Appearance  of  that  Crime, 
but  reprefented,  and  charged  to  the  Jury  as  a 
Murtherer,  becaufe  a  Recusant  Convict, 
muft  not  be  excluded  upon  thefe  frivolous  Pre¬ 
tences  from  their  Number,  who  are  glorious 
Witneffes  of  the  Religion,  which  they  preferved 
to  their  laft  Moment,  and  like  Heroes  maintained 
with  the  Lofs  of  their  Lives.  The  Cafe  is  too 
dear  ;  Companions  may  prove  odious  *,  to  urge 
further  Inftances  would  be  to  pretend  Difficulty 
where  there  is  none :  Their  Trials,  their  Con¬ 
demnation  fix  the  Caufe  of  their  fuffering  ;  their 
Lives  were  offered,  if  they  would  have  con¬ 
formed  :  No  Witneffes  againft  the  firft  legally 
to  prove  the  Allegations,  clear  Evidence  of  the 
fecond’s  Innocence,  Ihew  beyond  Contradidion, 
that  they  died  for  Religion,  Calumny,  Subor- 
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nation,  imputed  Crimes  are  no  Prejudice  to  their 
Glory.  All  the  Suggeftions  of  Malice  will  never 
defeat  the  Oracle  of  our  Saviour,  who  pro¬ 
nounces  them  Bleffed.  St.  Aldtth,  v.  T'ou 
Bleffedy  he  fays,  when  Men  Jhall  revile  you^  and 
perjecute  you^  and  when  they  Jhall  faljly  fpeak  all 
kind  of  Evil  againjl  you^  for  my  Sake  :  Rejoice^ 
and  be  very  glad ^  becaufe  your  Reward  is  exceeding 
great  in  Heaven, 

N.  B.  Nothing  is  pretended  here  to  exceed 
Human  or  Hiftorical  Faith and  the  Reader 
is  defired  to  *  underftand  the  Terms  of 
Martyr,  Holy,  Blessed,  as 

they  are  here  meant,  with  a  due  Submif- 
fion  and  Refped  to  Apoftolical  Decrees, 
concerning  thefe  Matters. 


The 
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The  following  PAPERS  are  precious 
Remains  of  RICHARD  HERST; 
and  tho’  they  would  have  interrupted  the 


^  Account  of  his  Death,  yet  could  not  be 
omitted,  without  depriving  the  Reader 
of  many  Inftances  of  his  Innocence,  He- 
roick  Virtue,  and  Chriftian  Fortitude ; 
and  therefore  are  added  here  by  Way  of 
an  APPENDIX. 


RICHARD  HER  ST^s  Declaration, 
Word  for  Word,  as  he  wrote  it  a  Month 
before  his  Death. 

H E REA S  I  have  heene  an  humble 
Petitioner  to  his  excellent  Majefty^ 
for  a  Pardon  for  the  Death  of  one 
Henry  Dewhurst  ;  and  his 
gracious  Pleafure  was^  that  I  fhould 
have  a  legal  Trials  before  that  my  Pardon  could 
pajfe ;  and  I  trufting  in  the  Innocency  of  my  Caufe^ 
yielded  my  Body^  and  put  myfelf  in  Ilrial  before 
Judge  •  •  •  •  •  enforme  the  Jury ^  that 

1  was  ^Recusant  and  had  rejified  the  Bijhofs 
Authority^  and  that  it  muft  be  found  Murder  for 
A  N  Ex  A  M  p  L  E «  And  whereas  the  Jury^  after 

learning 
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learning  of  the  Matter^  was  not  willing  to  find 
Murder  in  me  \  three  of  them^  whereof  the  Fore- 
man  of  the  Jury  was  one^  went  to  the  Judge  to  his 
Chamber^  after  Dinner^  who  tooke  the  Foreman 
by  the  Hand^  and  tould  him  they  muji  find  it  Murder 
FOR  AN  Ex  AMPLE.  This  did  one  of  the  Jury 
teftify  unto  me^  when  I  came  from  the  Bar,  and 
did  report  to  divers  of  my  Friends  *,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  three  that  went  to  the  Judge.  And  noWy 
whereas  the  Judge  hath  certified  my  Lord  Keeper, 
that  it  was  fo  foule  a  Murder.,  as  he  did  never 
he  are  of',  upon  which  Certificate,  my  Pardon  is 
flayed,  and  my  Life  I  am  certain  to  loofe,  for  the 
Fadi.  JVherefore  for  the  Satisfablion  of  the  World 
and  the  clearing  of  my  Friends,  who  have  fued  for 
my  Pardon,  and  efpecially  for  the  Ffueenes  excellent 
Majefty,  who  hath  been  an  earneft  Suitour  for  my 
Life  •/  the  Man  had  no  hurt,  but  only  in  his  Leg, 
which  was  found  to  be  the  Caufe  of  his  Death  \ 
and  he  confeffed  on  his  death-Bed,  that  he  broak  it 
himfelfe  and  this  was  given  in  Evidence  before  the 
Coroner  *,  as  may  appeare  by  the  Coroners  V crdibf, 
and  the  Examination  of  Witnejjes  taken  before 
6'/V  R  A  p  H  E  Ashton,  and  the  Coroner,  which 
Verdidl,  and  Examination  will  appeare  contrary  to 
the  Judgt^s  Certificate.  And  that  the  Man  had  no 
mortal  Wound,  but  only  in  his  Leg  *,  and  that  I 
never  gave  him  Stroak,  nor  was  within  five  or 
fix  Pods  of  him,  when  he  receaved  his  Hurt.  All 
this  will  appeare  to  be  true,  by  Examinations,  and 
Depofitions  taken  before  .S/V  Raphe  Ashton, 
and  the  Coroner,  which  was  all  the  Evidence,  that 
came  againfi  me,  at  the  Affixes.  All  this  I  declare, 
only  for  the  Satis fabiion  of  the  World,  and  for  that 
it  may  not  be  imputed  to  my  Friends,  that  they  have 

petitioned  for  fo  foule  a  Murder,  as  the  Judge  hath 
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certified  my  Lord  Keeper  *,  and  that  1  was  hut 
found  accejfary  only^  by  being  upon  the  Ground  when 
it  was  done  \  and  that  the  Man  languijhed  about 
fifteene  Dayes  before  his  Deaths  and  no  mortall 
IVounde  but  in  his  Leg.  All  this  I  take  of  my 
Deaths  as  I  hope  to  be  Saved^  and  for  no  Hope 
cf  Life. 


His  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  . . 

who  had  petitioned  for  his  Life. 

Right  Honorable, 

I  HA  VE  thought  it  my  Duty  to  render  mofi  ' 
abundant  Lhanks  to  your  Honour for  your  mer¬ 
cyful  Endeavours.^  for  the  preferving  of  my  Life : 
For  the  which  I  Jhall  never  ceafe  to  pray  for  your 
happy  Life.,  and  hlejfed  Ending.,  whileft  my  Life 
lajieth^  which  I  doe  expebl  but  three  Dayes^  and 
then  a  violent  Death.,  which  I  do  mofi  willingly  re- 
ceave^  and  offer  to  my  fweet  Saviour  for  my  Sinnes. 
And  now  upon  my  Death  I  doe  protefi.,  as  I  mufl 
Jhortly  anfwere  j  that.,  whereas  the  Caufe  is  the 
Murther  of  Henry  Dewhurst,  be  was 
a  Man  of  me  unknowne.,  and  never  feene  before  that 
Fime.  He  came  to  ajfifi  one  Norcrosse,  which 
did  pretend  he  had  a  Warrant  from  the  High 
Commiffion  <?/  Chester  to  apprehend  me-,  and 
having  one  Wilkinson  in  their  Company.,  find¬ 
ing  me  at  the  Plough,  having  none  but  a  Boy  in 
my  Company,  about  twelve  or  thirteene  Teares  of 
Age,  and  a  Maide  Servant  of  mine,  that  was  har¬ 
rowing,  They  all  three  came  to  me  at  once,  and 
I  told  Norcrosse,  that  1  would  obey  his  War¬ 
rant  and  whofoever  was  named  in  the  Warrant ; 
and  defir ed  him  to  command  the  aforefaid'Wih- 
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to  goe  off  my  Gromde  ;  for  I' kn  ewe  be 
was  not  in  the  Warranty  and  I  knewe  him  to  be 
a  Fellowe  not  fit  for  any  Office.  Whereupon,  the 
faid  No  R  c  R  OSS  E  tould  me,  that  he  was  not  in  the 
IFarrant,  and  thereupon  commanded  him  to  goe  off 
my  Grounde,  two  feverall  Fimes ;  whereupon  the 
faid  Wilkinson  replied  he  would  he  therein 
Defpite  of  me,  and  after  fome  Words  multiplying, 
the  faid  Wilkinson  fir  iking  at  me  with  a  long 
Staffe,  and  I  having  nothing  in  the  World  in  my 
Hands,  and  the  faid  Norcrosse  and  Dew- 
hurst  taking  hould  of  me,  and  /hewing  me  no 
Warrant  hut  a  foulded  Paper  •,  the  aforefaid  JVIaide, 
leaving  the  Harrow,  and  going  towards  my  Houfe 
and  crying  out,  that  her  Mafter  would  he  flayne, 
a  Servant  came  forth  of  the  Bayme,  and  a  wandring 
Fellowe  alfo,  that  was  with  the  fame  Servant,  and 
fo  they  came  all  three  together,  and  my  Wife  alfo 
Whereupon  the  faid  wTlkinson  leaving  ml 
and  going  to  meet  them,  did  affault  them :  Where¬ 
upon  the  faid  Dewhurst  alfo  leaving  me  and 
Norcrosse,  and  going  to  the  faid  SSf  ilkin- 
SON,  and  the  Servant  aforefaid,  and  taking  a 
Paddle  which  lay  hy  us,  didfirike  the  faid  Servant 
downe,  and  the  other  Fellowe  alfo-.  No  r  c  r  osse, 
my  Wife,  and  I  being  about  foure  or  five  Rods 
from  them,  Prefeittly  the  faid  Dewhurst  cried 
cut,  that  his  Leg  was  broken.  And  neither  did 
I  command  the  Adaide  to  call  the  Servajit,  or  the 
ether  Fellowe,  hut  fhe  went  unknowne  to  me.  Upon 
my  Heath  this  is  all  I  did  concerning  the  Heath 
of  the  faid  Dewhurst.  Ngzv  for  the  Foulenefs 
of  the  Murther  I  refer  to  all  that  knowe  the 
Heath  of  the  Man,  who  lived  about  fifteen  Hayes 
after,  and  many  a  Time  before  his  Heath,  did  ac¬ 
quit  me  of  bis  Heath,  and  faid,  that  I  gave  him 
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no  Blo’uoe^  and  that  he  hroak  his  Leg  hirnfelfe^  as 
may  appeare  by  Evidence  taken  before  the  Coroner^ 
with  running  amongfl  the  Furrowes^  to  ftrike  the 
ether  Parties^  as  divers  JVitnefjes  can  teftifie.  Now 
how  this  Fadi  in  itfelfe^  can  he  fo  barbarous.,  as 
the  Lord  Keeper  is  certified-^  or  how  it  jtand- 
eth  with  JuJlice.,  that  I  mujl  dye  for  the  Fadi.,  for 
being  on  the  GroundCy  I  leave  it  to  the  Conjidera- 
tion  of  the  JVorld :  And  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to 
make  it  knowne  unto  the  World.,  and  efpecialiy  to 
your  Honour,  zvho  hath  beene  Jo  careful  a  Suppliant 
for  mey  both  by  y our f elf,  and  your  Friends,  that 
the  Matter  is  not  foe  foule,  as  Malice  hath  made 
it.  Moft  humbly  befeeching  your  Honour,  for  the 
tender  Mercy  of  God,  to  be  a  Meanes  to  helpe  my 
Wife,  and  my  Children,  to  my  poore  Eftate,  my 
Children  being  fix  in  Number,  and  all  young,  and 
my  Wife  great  with  Childe,  and  I  doubt  my  Heath 
will  make  her  a  wofull  Spedlacle. 


Three  Letters  to  his  Ghoftly  Father, 

T  H  E  F  I  R  s  T, 

Written  a  few  Days  before  his  Death. 

Deare  and  Reverend  Sir, 
j  Receaved  your  Letter,  with  News  of  Death ; 
1  at  which  I  am  not  much  difmaied,  I  thanke  my 
Lord  and  Saviour :  Lhe  more  malicious  my  Ene¬ 
mies  are,  the  greater  is  my  Comfort  for  I  doe 
conftantly  believe,  that  my  Religion  is  the  Caufe  of 
their  Malice :  And  my  great  eft  Defre  is  to  offer 
ffiy  Blood  in  fo  good  a  Caufe,  And  although  my 
Flejh  be  timorous  and  fear  full ;  I  yet  finde  great 

Comfort  in  Spirit  in  cafting  myfclfe  upon  my  fweet 

Saviour 


Saviour,  with  a  moft  fervent  Love ;  when  I  con^ 
fUer  V)hat  he  hath  done  and  Jtifered  for  me  ,*  jind 
my  greatejl  De/tre  is  to  fuffer  with  him ;  and  I  had 
7-ather  choofe  to  dye  a  thoufand  Deathes,  than  to 
pojfeffe  a  Kingdome,  and  live  in  mortall  Sinne.  For 
there  is  nothing  fo  hateful  to  me,  as  Sinne,  and  that 
only,  for  the  Love  of  my  Saviour.  And  I  do  moji 
conftantly  believe,  that  he  hath  afflidied  me  to  fave 
me  and  I  truft  I fhall  dye  truly  humbled  ;  for  the 
which  I  deftre  your  good  Prayers,  that  I  may  per- 
feyer- to  the  End  ■,  for,  of  my  felfe,  I  can  do  no^ 
thing  without  his  Grace. 


The’  Second  LETTER 

To  his  Ghoftly  Father,  or  rather  a  Part  tliereof  j 
for  in  the  reft  he  fpake  of  other  Bufinefs 
concerning  his  poor  Eftate. 

Deare  Sir, 

¥  Have  done,  as  much  as  I  can, '  concerning  the 
W irld  without  further  Diredlion  ;  and  now  I 
am  preparing  for  ny  Soule,  for  the  which  I  mofl 
humbly  deftre  your  good  Prayers  j  and  likewife  I 
deftre  you  to  commend  my  Cafe  to  the  Prayers  of 
fome  goodPrieJls,  and  Catholickes  ;  and  I  doe  freely 
offer  myfelfe  into  the  Hands  of  my  fiveet  Saviour, 
neither  dfiring  Life,  nor  Death,  but  according  to 
his  bleffed  Will ;  hoping,  that  he  will  difpofe  all 
‘Things  for  the  Good  of  my  Soule.  ‘Thus  with  my 
Love,  and  Prayers,  whiles  my  Life  laffe,  /  reji  ' ' 

Your  afflifted  Penitent. 

F  His 
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The  Third  and  laft  LETTER 

To  his  GKoftly  Father,  written  on  the  Day  of 

Ex  E  c  u  T  I  o  N, 

p  •  \ 

Deare  and  Reverend  Sir, 

NOW  I  take  my  laft  Leave  :  I  am  now  dying., 
and  I  am  as  willing  to  dye.,  as  ever  I  was 
to  live.,  L  thank  my  Lord  and  Saviour,  whoe 
I  trufi  will  never  faile  me.  I  have  Comfort  in 
Christ  Jesus,  and  his  blejfed  Mother^-  my 
good  Angell,  and  all  the  blejjed  Sain  its And  I  oayi 
much  comforted  in  the  valiant  and  triumpha^it 
Martyr,  that  is  gone  before  me,  and  I  doe  much 
truft  in  his  good.  Prayers..^  .How  1  have  been  ufed, 
you  will  heare,  and  lik'ewife  what  I  had  offered  tc^ 
me,  if  1  would  have  taken  the  Oath.  I  hope  my 
Friends  will  truly  underjland,  that  my  greateft 
Hefire  is  to  fuffer  •,  and  I  would  I  had  as  many 
Lives  to  offer,  as  I  have  committed  Sinnes.  Now, 
deare  Sir,  prepare  your  felfe  alfo  to  fuffer,  and  ani¬ 
mate  your  ghoftly  Children  in  fuffering.  Once 
again e  I  define  you  to  fay,  and  to  procure  fome 
Maffes  for  my  Jinful  Soule  and  if  it  pleafe  God  to 
receive  me  into  his  Kihgdome,'\I  fhall  not  be  im- 
mindfull  of  you,  and  all  my  good  Friends.  \  J  pray 
you  remmember  my  poore  Children,  and  encourage 
my  Friends  about  my  Debts,  and  let  it  appeare, 
that  my  greateji  worldly  Care  is  to  fatisfy  them,  as 
far  as  my  Means  will  extend.  ‘Once  againe  Adieu, 
I  defire  to  be  diffolved  and  to  be  with  Ch  r  i  s  t 
Jesus.  I  trufi  we  fhall  once  meet  in  Heaven, 
to  our  et email  ' Comfort ;  now  I  take  my  lafi  Leave, 
this  Execution  Day,  about  eight  of  the  Clocke  and 
commit  you  /6?ChristJesus, 

Your  dying  Penitent, 
RICHARD  HERST. 
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'  Such  are  Word  for  Word  die  noble  and  re¬ 
ligious  Sentitnents  of  Richard  Herst,  which 
•  to  have  altered  as  to  their  Language  would  have 
been  too  great  a  Liberty  to  take  with  the  valuable 
Relicks  of  a  Saint.  God,  who  was  pleafcd,  as 
no  Obfeiwer  of  Perfons,  to  fhew  the  Wonders  of 
his  Grace  in  '  a  Man  of  his  low  Condition,  and 
infpired  thefe  Heroick  and  generous  Thoughts, 
make  them  Seeds  of  Grace  and  Glory  in  our 
Hearts  ;  may  they  through  his  Mercy  be  fruitful 
to  Edification.  And  you.  Brethren,  to  whom 
God  has  fhewn  the  greateft  Favour  by  placing 
you  in  a  low  Condition  to  work  for  a  Subfiftcnce, 
raife  your  thankful  Pleaits  to  God,  and  admire 
the  Power  of  his  Grace  in  Richard  He  r  s  t 
a  Husbandman  and  your  Fellow- Labourer,  a 
great  Example  and  a  convincing  Proof,  that  the 
mofl:  exalted  Virtue  is  the  Share  of  a  lowly  and 
humble  State.  No,  Brethren,  Virtue  is  not 
grounded  on  Pomp,  Wealth,  and  Riches  *,  thofe 
(empty  Foundations  of  Pride,  in  dae  I.anguage  of 
the  Plalmifl:,  are  viewed  from  afar  by  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  who  fees  the  Humble  with  Pleafure,  and 
to  them  communicates  his  Blefiings  with  Pro- 
fufion.  The  Ways  of  God  to  Men  demon- 
ftrate  this  Truth:  A  poor  and  humble  Virgin 
was  chofen*  the  Mother  of  the  l^edeemer  *,  a 
Tradefman  his  Prote(5for :  His  Birth  was  an¬ 
nounced  to  Shepherds  ;  an(.l  Perfons  of  their 
mean  Rank  were  the  firfi:  admitted  to  adore  the 
Humiliations  and  Poverty  of  their  God  :  Pie 
converfed  with  FiOiers.  His  Apoftles  indeed,  and 
their  Succelfors,  appeared,  before  Kings  and 
Princes,  but  his  Million  was  to  the  Poor.  He 
ferit  me^  fays  our  Saviour,  St.  Luke  iv.  i8. 
to  preach  the  Gofpel  to  the  Poor.  If  we  are  to  be 
determined  by  the  Choke  of  God  made  Man, 
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who  appeared  in  Want  and  Indigence  to  humble 
Shepherds,  tpght  and  pradifed  Humility  and 
Poverty  in  his  Life,  and  recomrnended  it  by  the 
Ignominy  of .  his  Death,  your  State  is  the  hap- 
piefl:,  the  freed:  from  Temptations,  the  fitted:  for 
Virtue.  God  chofe  it,  in  Humility  he  perfeded 
the  great  Work  of  our  Redemption  :  Richard 
He  R  s  T  pradifed  in  his  low  Station,  in  great 
Jperfedion,  the  Ledbns  taught  by  his  divine 
Mader,  facrificing  his  Wife,  Children,  his  Life 
to  his  Duty,  fuperior  to  all  Arguments  urged  by 
worldly  Prudence,  and  leaving  a  worthy  Example, 
by  which  he  diew’d  that  through  his  Grace,  who 
fupported  him,  it  is  equally  in  the  Power  of  the 
Weak,  the  Ignoble,  and  the  Unlearned,  to  rife  to 
the  highed:  Degree  of  Charity  and  the  eternal 
Rewards  of  that  Queen  of  Virtues. 


FINIS, 
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